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THIRS SOSTIOir. 



The proper study of mankind is man. 

* Pope, 
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INTHODUCTION. 



SfiVBBAi. of the following sketehes have al- 
ready appeared in some o( the occasional prodoe- 
tionsof the author, and receiyed the approbation 
of the public It has been suggested by his 
friends, that as some of these sketches merit 
preservation, and may possibly be useful to the 
future historian, and that as they are now interw 
spersed in detached volumes, it would be proper 
to embody them in one small work, and thus 
united, give them to the public. In yielding to 
this suggestion, it may be necessary to remark, 
that a more intimate acquaintance with those 
whose characters he has endeavored to portray, 
has enabled him to make some changes, and add 
some new traits, which will render the sketches 
more complete. In all these, he has carefully 
endeavored to avoid the indulgence of any feel- 
ing which might warp his judgment or give too 
rich or too dark a coloring to the picture he pre- 
sents. He flatters himself that they will bo 
found as correct as such sketches can be made, 
without entering minutely into the various shades 
or slight peculiarities of character. Though 
some of the individuals described have passed 
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4 INTRODIfCTION. 

from the stage of life, their memory is still trea- 
sured up in the hearts and affections of their coun* 
try men, and, for the reputation of their country, 
should be preserved and held up as splendid mod- 
eb of exeeUeoee md imitatko. .Aperica has 
prodiieed butfew svkeh meo as Pinckney* Lown* 
itts^ and £iiig> and tbef . should aot be auflbred to 
float domi th^ oblivious currant of time 

••Unwept, ur^onor'd, and unsung.". 

Most £if those sketc^s have been taken from 
a little work of the author^ published in 1818, 
entitled '^ Letters from Washington," and osten- 
sibly written by a British noblemao to his friend 
in England. To the sketches hitherto publish- 
ed, the ai^hor has added some neiv ones of such 
of his countrymen as have since become emi- 
nent in public life. These he has -endeavored 
tO:givewith as much brevity and accuracy as 
possible, and he flatters himself they will be 
found alike free from the coloring of partiality 
and of prejudice. He regrets that he could not 
enlarge his gallery by the introduction of the 
portraits of others, who, though not equally dis- 
tinguished, are in some cases not less meritori^ 
ous. This omission must be attributed to the 
desire of not throwing too many figures at once 
on his canvass, lest the uniformity might be dis- 
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INTRODFCTION. 5 ^ 

agreeable ; and it is a gratifying circumstance 
that America can boast of so many men of such 
high and merited distinction. 

The authori in the present edition, has added 
to his former sketchc^s those of several distiiv- 
guished characters, who now figure jMrominently 
on the stage of public life, and the introduction 
of which will, he thinksi render bis little volume 
more CQmplete and interesting. The very favo- 
rable manner in which the former editions have 
been received, has led him to publish the pre- 
sent one, which from the additional number of 
sketches introduced, will, he flatters himself, be 
still more acceptible to the public. 
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AMERICAN PORTRAITS. 



JAMES MADISON. 

This gentleman is the fourth in succession 
who was raised to the first office in the gift of his 
country. He is small, but not inelegant, in his 
person ; his body is perhaps too large for symme- 
trical proportion, and his countenance is grave, 
but expressive of benevolence. He was of a less 
yigorous constitution than his immediate prede- 
cessor, though not less gifted by nature, or less 
improved by education. His mind was of a pecu- 
liar organization — acute rather than vigorous — 
profound rather than fertile, but not less compre- 
hensive than subtile. From his earliest years he 
was accustomed to the momentous questions of 
national policy, and devoted to the investigation of 
the great principles of government and the mea- 
sures best calculated for the national good. His 
state papers are distinguished for great neatness 
and precision of style, though they have sometimes 
been complained of. as too diplomatic. His hum- 
2 
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10 MADISON. 

bers in the Federalist, written while he was still in 
his youth, are luminous and powerful expositions 
of the principles of the Federal Constitution and 
the views of its framers. These alone, had he 
done nothing else, would have transmitted his 
name to posterity, as the productions of a strong 
and cultivated intellect ; but his subsequent useful- 
ness has thrown them partially into the shade, and 
left a wider and more feiitile £eld in which to rest 
his.fame. His compositions are, I believe, princi- 
pally, if not exchisively, of a political character, 
and on subjects of the deepest interest and highest 
importance to the welfare of his country. As a 
statesman, Mr. Madison was liberal and profound, 
rising above the petty cabals and little intrigues of 
party, and wtelding the destinies of the nation for 
the general good, and not for party purposes. He 
considered himself the father and friend of his 
countrymen, against whom a difference of political 
opinion did not produce hostility of feeling, or ex- 
cite indignation or vengeance. As a man, he was 
always agreeable ; conversing with freedom on any 
subject that might be introduced, and amusing his 
company with humorous anecdotes, of which he 
possessed a considerable fund. His collbquial 
powers were of no ordinary character, and were 
exercised, both in public and private companies, 
to the great amusement and delight of aH who had 
the happiness to enjoy his society. His political 
anecdotes were numeroiis, and told with' a humor, 
neatness, and point, that never failed to please; 
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and these were the more agreeable, as they were 
usually UBexpected, from the general gravity of his 
deportment. He was easy, without being courtly 
in his manners ; serious, without the appearance of 
pride; and occasionally reserved, without being 
repulsive. In common conversation, he was fluent 
and impressive, employing a style similar to that of 
his written compositions, neat,, vigorous, and po* 
iished. In all the amiable qualities of the heart, 
none could surpass him : it gratified him to bestow, 
and pained him to refuse, a favor ; and hence he 
was sometimes charged with leaning too much to 
ibat party by which he was so often and so bitterly 
assailed. He had in him a large portion of " the 
inilk of human kindness/' which, not unfrequently, 
led him to grant favors to those whom he knew to 
be his enemies, and in all things to seek the good 
vill and approbation of his countrymen, and of 
the world. Though mild and benevolent in no 
common degree, he had still sufficient energy of 
character to carry into execution those purposes, 
how much soever they might be opposed, which 
be believed were intended for the general good, 
or the reputation of his country ; nor was he ever 
diverted from a purpose once deliberately formed, 
so much by the threats of future injury to himself, 
as by the fear of doing an act of injustice to ano- 
ther. His humanity often '' o'er informed his tene- 
ment of clay," and produced what the world might 
conceive to be an act of weakness, but what those 
who knew him best had no hesitation in ascribing 
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12 MADISON. 

to its true motive — a sentiment of benevolence, and 
a desire to do right. Mr. Madison had an utter 
aversion to every tiding like cruelty. Mercy was one 
of his most distinguishing characteristics ; and, I 
believe, he never could be prevailed upon to con- 
sent, dunng his administration, to sanction the ex- 
ecution of any criminal who had subjected himself 
to the awful penalty of death, unless his crimes had 
been of such turpitude and heinousness, as to render 
the extension of mercy to him pernicious to socie- 
ty. His levees and drawing rooms were generally 
crowded to excess, because all who went knew 
they would receive a cordial welcome, and be 
amused and gratified while they pleased to remain. 
He was regarded by the young as a father, and by 
the old as a friend, with whom they felt no reserve, 
and need be under no restraint. He found it im- 
possible to pursue the plan adopted by his prede- 
cessor, in relation to visits ; and appropriated one 
evening in each week for the reception of company 
of both sexes. 

Mrs. Madison seemed to have been qualified by 
nature for the situation she held. Her person was ' 
dignified and majestic ; perhaps a little too embon- 
point, fond of society, easy and affable in her 
planners, and humane and generous in her dispo- 
sition. She spared no pains to please all who 
might visit her; and all were pleased, from the 
most exalted to the most humble. She had a 
peculiar tact in ingratiating herself into the good 
opinion of her visitorsi who never failed io admire 
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as much as they loved her. There was nothing in 
her mannisr that looked like condescension, or 
bordered on haughtiness ; every thing she did had 
the appearance of real kindness, and seemed to 
spring from a sincere desire to oblige and to gratify 
those who came to s^ her. To strangers, and 
such as discovered any degree of diffidence and 
awkwardness, she was particularly assiduous in her 
attentions, and soon made them feel perfectly at 
ease. She never sat, but always moved about the 
rooms from one group to another, and employed 
herself in entertaining the company in every po»* 
^ible variety of manner. Her memory was so tena> 
clous, that after a single introduction she could, 
Kke Cato, name every gentleman and lady that 
had been introduced to her; and strangers have 
often been surprised at the facility with which she 
could address them by, name, when they had no 
expectation of being known. Her feelings, like 
those of her husband, were altogether republican; 
and if she made any distinction at all, it was always 
in favor of such as were in the more humble walks 
of life, and might thus think themselves overlook- 
ed or neglected. 

Mr. Madison is now withdrawn from the stage 
of public life, and emphatically enjoys, in his ele- 
gant retirement, the otium cum dignitate, respected 
by his countrymen, and beloved and honored by 
his neighbors. Like Themistocles, in Metaitasio, 
"when the close of 4ife approaches he can say : 
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Sia iQmmoso H fine ^ 

Del fiver mio ; qu»l Baoribondft fec»< 
ScinteUando s'estingiia-^ 
■ Ardito spiri 

Ghi pno senza rossore 
RBmmeiitar come visse allor cbe maore. 



JAMJS8 MONROE.* 

I had yesterday the honor of an introduetioir 
Co Mr. Monroe, the present Chief Magistrate of 
the United States. ** It is seldom/* says Dr. John- 
fion, *' that we find men or places such as we ex-^ 
pect to find them ;" and I must confess that, in the 
present instance, the truth of this observation has 
been realized. I found Mr. Monroe a little differ- 
ent from what my fancy had pictured him, but 
neither a Lilliputian nor a Patagonian. He ap> 
pears to be between fifty and sixty years of age, 
with a form above the middle size, compact, mus^ 
cular, and indicating a constitution of considerable 
hardiness and vigor; his countenance exhibits 
lineaments of great severity, and seems as if it had 
been seldom irradiated by the rays of joy, or soft- 
ened by the touch of sensibility ; he does smile, 
however, but not like Shakspeare's Cassius, 

■ " in Bttch a sort 

As if he mocked himself and scorned his spirit 
That coQld be moved to smile at any timg." 

* The above and several of the following Sketebes are 

f|rincipally Cbken from the " Letters from Washington,** pab* 
ished in 1818, and written in the character of an Eogtish no^ 
bleman. 
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At these moaeots, there is a benigakj md suftTity 
in him, that invite confideiM^e and repel suapiciovu 
He is rather awkward in faia^address, for a man whf 
has mingled so mueh in poHte « society ; and hip 
manners and hahiliments ase mere thoiaQf a plai» 
eountry gentleman, than an accomplished stftteee 
man or a profound politician. Awkwaidnesa of 
manners, however, seems to be more commctt 
among the Americans, than I had oonceiTed. Their 
most eminent m«ik are, I think, deficient in th^ 
ease, ekgaace, and grace, which diftinguish tlie 
prominent political characters of Franee asd Eng- 
land. The natnre of their government has a te»- 
deney to beget this, by preventing those ssArificee 
to the graces, which are made in the more if^fined 
and polished nations of Europe. The import^ce 
and magnitude of their pursaits, and theii gw^f ^ 
association with what we call the lower rftuks ^ 
society, preclude the acquisition of those exterior 
embellishmenu so industriously cultivated by our 
countrymen. A disciple of Chesterlieldy with fill 
his refinement and fasoinatioQ, would be regarded 
in this country as a mere petit maitrey caiculated 
cmly to charm the ey^ and to fascinate the heart 9^ 
female ignorance. But I have wandered ir<m my 
subject. Mr. Monroe is attached to what vas 09Qe 
denominated the- republican party ; for at present 
aS party distinctions seem to be lo^, aud tl|e 
parties Uiemselves i^oHy amalgamated. In hfs 
political career, he has manifested the most U9- 
impeadiM^ and u&ben4ing integrity, and thoilgb 
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long before ^he public, has seldom failed to meet 
the expectations and to gratify the wishes of the 
people. That he possesses ambition, will not be 
denied ; but his ambition is limited to the attain* 
ment of excellence and distinction within the 
bounds of patriotism and honor. If he has not the 
unbending sternness of Cato, he has the mor6 pleas- 
ing and benignant integrity of Fabricius. 

Mr. Monroe entered early into public life, and 
has performed the various and complicated duties of 
a soldier, a politician, and a statesman. His mind 
has been accustomed to dwell on the nature of 
governments and the revolutions of empires ; sub* 
jects so vast produce a correspondent enlargement 
of intellect and sweep of comprehension. The 
mind which is occupied in trifles will not be apt to 
amaze by its greatness, or astonish by its magnifi- 
cence ; it may glitter, but will never blaze. The 
peculiar character and magnitude of Mr. Monroe's 
pursuits have withheld his attention from the minor 
and less important subjects of literature, and he is 
very far from what we should call a man of reading 
or general science. The knowledge he possesses 
has been acquired more by personal observation, 
laborious reflection, and frequent conversation, than 
by the repeated perusal of books, to which his im- 
portant occupations would not permit him to devote 
his time. It is said his mind is neither rich nor 
brilliant, but capable of thie most laborious analysis, 
and the most patient research — not hasty in its ' 
decisions, and not easily changed when its deci- 
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stons are formed. Judgment appears to have been 
his prominent intellectual feature; and in the est* 
amination of any object^ he seldom suffered it to be 
darkened by prejudice, or warped by passion. 

The greater part of his life has been devoted to 
the business of government. He has served his 
country at home and abroad ; and has filled various 
official stations with general approbation. He was 
elevated to the chief magistracy at a period most 
propitious to his fame, and took the reins of Go- 
vernment into his hands by the almost unanimous 
consent of the American people, who had, for some 
time, regarded him as the only surviving branch of 
the Revolutionary stock, to which they owed so 
large a debt of gratitude. The nation had just 
emerged from a short but glorious war ; the ebuUir 
tions of party feeling and political rancor had. begun 
to subside, and federalism and democracy united 
in hailing him as their common friend, and th# 
iHend of his country. Mr. M. was less affluent 
than either of his predecessors. From the varioui 
employments he has held under the Government, 
he has been unable to realize more than a bare 
support fi>r his &mily, and has retired into the 
shades of private life without being enriched by 
the favors of his country. Towards the close of his 
official career, he seems to have become timid, and 
dependant on those by whom he was surrounded. 
This might have been an excess of caution, but it 
indicated some want of energy and firmness, and 
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eftbifoked thf t| y Mm itoe t>f ^mcillfctien^ttpd doubl, 
«if<» ^rom^tpess ind 4eisifiioB i^ere required. 

Mr. Monroe has never beeti blesaed with male 
issoe, a«d wYmt is resiarkaUe, out of tlifs five Pre^ 
fiideDts who hare served since ibe t)rgiasiizatio)i of 
^ GovBmBMtit^ but one iias iiad sons. I aiestipn 
ibis meedy as a euf ious circuttmtaBoe. 



JrOHK (iVTSCr ADAMS. 

IIt. I«lm Q. Adafin is itbe son of tbe second 
President 49f the iJiiked States, and a man of great 
Uleni, inlbfiAKtion, and iadnBtry. Mr. Monroe* 
«fter his «levatioB to the PresideirtialClhair, is said 
ID tore daBeoveited mndb^sagacitf in the scslectioli 
ofhsacihiMtooQiKiSor eaeeatif^eAcer^. These 
tie the ^SeeretaricB'of Slate, War, Treasury, Nttvy, 
and AltavMy 0eneial; all of whom, i^ith one ex^^ 
Mptien, peasesB the cue giib of nature in no ordt«' 
aary degree, and who hare alveady rendered them* 
aeivies oenspieuniB in the imlks of literature, the 
^de of eioqnenoe, and on the theatre ^f politics. 

Mr* Adams has distinguished himself in the 
paths c^ Ikeratnre and politics. The early part of 
his life seems to have been devoted to the aciiuisip 
tion of general knowledge, ivhich has heed subse^ 
quently aoginented by travel, obsetiwtioa, and 
reflection. He was once attached to the party bf 
whom his father was chosen President, but verju-^ 
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soon aftef the repoblieiui administratioB came into 
power, he was induced K^ohange bu opiBions, ami 
to abandon what might have been tlie prejudices of 
education, for principles which 1 hafe no doabt he 
conceived to be more consonant to hit feelings, and 
perhaps more consistent with his ideas of liberty and 
independence. Whatever may be said as to the 
motive which produced the change, I have no 
hesitation in thinking that it originated entirely 
from principle, and that his leeiings and senti- 
ments were more in onison with the party he 
joined, than the one he had abandoned. The con- 
duct he has since pursued has evinced the integrity 
of his motives, and the sincerity of his attachment 
to hrs party and his country ; and the confidence 
which that country has reposed in him, is an evi- 
dence that she £dso has been influenced by a simi- 
lar opinion. 

Mr. Adams is in person short, thick, and faC^ 
resembling a little in his face the portrait of his 
father which you have seen, and neither very agree- 
able nor very repulsive ; his head is somewhat bald, 
and his eye watery, but black and penetrating. He 
is between fifty and sixty years of age, and seema to 
be vigorous and healthy. He is regular in Kis habits, 
and moral and temperate in his Fife. To great talent', 
he unites unceasing industry and perseverance, 
and an uncommon facility in the transaction of 
business. Though he^has read much, and drank 
" deep of the Pierian spring,'* he seems- not to 
solicit the character which literature bestows; and. 
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what will seem extraordinary to you, chooses rather 
to be ranked among men of business than among 
men of seience. 

Mr. Adams is extremely plain and republican, 
both in his manners and dress, and labors to avoid 
alike the foolery of " fantastic fashion," on the one 
hand, and the vulgar costume of affected eccen- 
tricity on the other. He is charitable, though for- 
mal, and possessing great warmth and ardor of 
feeling under an exterior of apparent coldness. The 
general accuracy of his judgment, and the recti- 
tude of his moral principle, always lead him to do 
what is right ; and if he err, his errors proceed 
more from the want of correct information, than 
from any improper bias, or any fixed design to do 
what is wrong. 

He is evidently well skilled in the rhetorical 
art, on which he has lectured, and in which he 
displays considerable research and ability. I 
should infer that his speeches while he was a mem- 
ber of the Senate were more correct and polished, 
if they were not more eloquent, than those of 
his coadjutors in legislation. Yet, afler all, there 
is something more required to complete an orator, 
than the mere knowledge and practice of those 
principles which rhetoricians have established as 
the ground work of this art. If there be an absence 
of, that peculiar kind of talent, or want of that 
peculiar enthusiasm, which propels the mind to 
embrace with ardor and defight the profession of 
an orator, the most intimate and accurate Ji:now- 



d by Google 



J. ft. ADAMS. M 

ledge, or the most perfect dexterity in the use of 
the ^* rhetorician's tools," will be inadequate to 
produce excellence. And, however skilfully a man 
may round his periods and balance his sentences, 
select his phrases or direct their harmony ; without 
that ethereal and incomprehensible power which 
gives animation to matter, sweeps through nature 
like the lightning of Heaven, and creates, and em- 
bodies, and unfolds — he will still be cold, and tame, 
and spiritless ; correct indeed, but frigid, regular, 
but insensible. 

In the higher walks of eloquence, where the 
passions are excited and acted on, and tne whole 
mind wrought up to a species of phrenzy by weak- 
ening the dominion of reason, Mr. Adams did not 
excel ; but in close argumentation, in logical ana- 
lysis, in amplification and regular disposition, he 
is said to have been inferior to none. 

Mr. Adams's prominent inclination, however, 
appears to be political. T9 be eminent as a states- 
man is his predominant ambition ; and I doubt not 
he will attain this character froin the nature of his 
mind and the tenor of his studies. Much indeed 
is required to form a statesman. He must have a 
mind that will' enable him, in some degree, to re- 
move the veil of futurity ; to pompare the present 
with the past ; to yield to the government of reason, 
and be uninfluenced by the attractions of passion. 
" He must comprehend," says Mirabeau,**" all the 
defects of our social existence, discern the degree of 
* Gallery of Portraits, by Mirabeau. 
3 
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impFOFemetit of which we are suseejptible, calculate 
Ibe advamages ibat result from the possesfion of 
liberty, estimate the danger of confosioa and tu- 
mult, study the art of preparing men f(Mt felicity, and 
Q<Midact them towards perfection, by the plainest 
and most obvious paths. His survey must extend 
beyond ordinary limits; he must examine climates, 
deliberate on circumstances, and yield to events 
without suffering them to master him/' 

To extensive research and general knowledge, 
Mr. A. adds great powers of observation. His 
residence as Minister at the courts of St. James 
and St. Petersburg, has enlarged his stock of lacts^. 
and rendered his infotrmation mcoie correct and 
practical. He is not one of those statesmen who 
theorise when experience can affi>rd its aid, and 
avoid the a];^liGation of abstract principles^ when 
plainer and more obvious ones are calculated to 
subserve the object in view. He is sedate, circum- 
i^ct, and cautious; reserved, but not distant; 
grave, but not repulsive. He receives, but seldom 
communicates, and discerns with great quicknesa^* 
motives however latent, and intentions however 
ooocealed by the contortions of cunning, or the 
drapery of hypocrisy. This penetration seems to 
be intuitive and natural, and not the result of a 
mere acquaintance widi men, or a bug and inti- 
mate association with the different classes of society. 
It is the operation of native judgment, and not the 
exercise of acquired cunning. This excellence is 
common to the people of the East; but whether it 
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brtginates from education, of from any peculiar 
organization of the physical powers, I am not siil- 
ficientij master of the theory of Heiretius and €rod> 
win to determine. Mr. Adams, it strikes me, has 
more capacity than ge&tm; he eaa comprehend 
better than he can intent ; and execute aimost as 
rapidly as he can design. 

Though as a public minister, he had no great 
opportunity to display his powers, yet, from the 
little he exhibited, a judgment may be formed of 
his ability in that character. He has ail the pene^ 
tration, shrewdness, and perseverance, necessary 
to constitute an aUe diplomatist, united with the 
capacity to perceive, aad the eloquence to enforce, 
what win conduce to the wdfiure and interests of 
his country.* 

Mr. Adams is a good writer. He evinces much 
skill and proficiency in theartofcmnposition, with 
which he is evidently well acquainted ; and as a 
contnxvertist no one can surpass hini^in keenness, 
dexterity, atid power. In short, there is no public 
character in the United States, that ||ias more in- 
tellectual power, the moral inclination to be more 
uselul, or that will labor with greater assiduity to 
discharge the important duties he owes to himsdf 
and to the nation. 

While he occupied the Presidential chair, he 

discovered the depth, coolness, penetration, and 

ability of the statesman ; bending his whole mind 

to those great measures which must form the basis 

* See hi9 eorrespondence with Don Onis, the Spanisfh 
Blinister. 
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of the glory and welfare of his country, and devof- 
ing its energies to the promotion of that enlight- 
ened and liberal policy which will alone give pros- 
perity and happiness to the American people. Sur- 
rounded as he was by men of genius, intelligence, 
and experience, and stimulated by a high sense of 
duty, and animated by the warm impulse of patri- 
otism, his administration of the Government will 
be regarded by posterity as one that will rank, in 
wisdom, efficiency, and glory, with any that the 
pen of the Historian of America may yet have to 
record. 

Mr. Adams has now likewise passed off the stage 
of public life, and withdrawn into the shades of re- 
tirement, where, with the consciousnessof rectitude, 
and the lofty conviction that he has done his duty to 
his country and to society, he will enjoy more unmin- 
gled and durable happiness than when surrounded 
by the trappings of power, and wielding all the pa- 
tronage of Gbvernment. He has now become the 
subject of history; and posterity will, upon a dis- 
passionate i^view of his character and actions, 
render him that justice which some of his contem- 
poraries seem inclined to withhold. Merit is not 
always the criterion of popular approbation in re- 
publics, more than in monarchies; and the example 
of Mr. Adams will show,^that Aristides was not the 
only one that has been banished for being just. In 
the fury of party conflicts, the mind is apt to be 
warped by prejudice, or blinded by passion ; and 
the most gifted and worthy is often, in the istru^le 
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for ascendancy^ cast aside to make way for the 
idol of the moment. It is not till afler lime has 
assuaged the bitterness of feeling, or softened down 
the rancor of party animosity, that the mind can 
release itself from the infatuation which has warp- 
ed, or the blindness which has darkened it. Then, 
and only then, will the errors of judgment be per-, 
ceived and acknowledged, and the award rendered 
to worth, virtue, and talent, which they have me- 
rited. Of Mr. Adams it may be truly said, in the 
language of the French poet : 

Etre vrai, juste, bon, c'est son systeme nniqoe, 
Hamble dans le bonhear, "j^'^^^ ^^^^ I'adversite, 
Dans la seule vertu trouvant la volapte. 

Destoitches. 



WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD.^ 

Mr. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, is the 
same gentleman to whom you were introduced at 
Paris, and though he possesses great dignity, wants 
the graceful elegance of manners of which I have 
previously spoken. What he was thought of in 
France I cannot inform you ; but it is impossible 
he could have succeeded amidst the .polite and 
splendid frij^ry of the Parisian circles — ^the coi^rt* 
ly nonsense and graceful and elegsmt nonchalance 
of a French politician, must have been strikingly 
and ludicrously contrasted by the republican sim* 
plicity and awkward movements of the American 

^ From Letters from Washington. 
3* 
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Minister. Mr, Crawford has msen from obBs^vaiiy. 
to the situation he now holds, by the force of native 
genius. It appears he was. employed in his early 
life in an ocoupation which, is now^ unfortunately 
too much degraded, but which ought to be^ more^ 
highly esteemed. I mean that of ^' teaching the 
youQg idea how ix> ^oot." His next career, was at 
the bar, at which he rapidly acquired both emofu* 
ment and r^utation. The exoelleuco of his under- 
standing, and. the superiority of his^ intellect, soon 
brought him into public li^$ where he displayed to^ 
advantage those pow^s. with which nature had so 
eminently gifted him. He became Ambassador to 
France, aod while in that capacity, was appointed 
Secretary of War, and lastly chosen Minister -of 
Finance. In all these various situations, he has 
never failed to discover- the same powe^s-aad ener* 
gies of mind, and the same acuteness and depth of 
penetration : be-haskliteifiHy the mms^ sanain- cor* 
pm'e smufy and: the vigorctu^ and'athl^ie £^peaf aiMse- 
of his body sei^ves as an^ uaermng' i&d^x to the foree^ 
andenergy of his intellect, itiaiwidioos to-make 
ecmiparisoBs; but it is by comparisons we are often, 
enabledito* arrive- at truth, 1 willtherelbro endea* 
vor-tadvaw a parallel between two of the gentlemen 
ofwhom Shave been speaking. Mr. Moxnroe and^A&. 
€rawford are alike distinguished by integrity of 
understanding ; but the latter- has more quickness^ 
and perhaps equal range of mindi In the speci* 
mensr of parliamentary elbquence, which are» ibr. 
the most part, preserved here only in the ephemeral 
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and fugitive colamns of new8{Ntpers, and which I 
have taken the trouble to ^examine for my own 
amusement, Mr. Crawford evinces some vigor of 
ima^atioiay and occaaiooaUy some brilliancy of 
thought* Mr. Mcmroe's cpmfKMdtions display only 
the soundness of bis judgment, and the OKcellence 
of his sense, without any of the frippery and fa£k> 
tooning of rhetoric^ or the meretricious and gaudy 
drapery of imaginaticm. Mr. Monroe had more 
practical knowledge, but. was less prompt in hie 

, decisions. Mr. Craw&rd had greater powers of 
invention, but wa@ less skilful in combination. Mr. 

^ Monroe bad mcH'e experience^ but Mr. Crawford, 
from a better menrasy and: a superior quickness of 
comprehpusioi^ had U-eaismred up as many results^ 
and acquu^ as many facts. Mr. Monroe's know- 
ledge of mankind hhvs more oorfoot and. more 
practical^ but he wanted Mr. Crawford's energy to 
render it expensively usefnl. In political sbrew^i* 
me^ and mpriiU inp^g^j,, tb^. were supposed to be 
nearly eqi^al. With tj^is brief parallel^ I shall dis^ 
miss these gentlemen, and proceed^, at your desire^ 
to skelch the poi^ajlts.of the Sed^etaa^ of Wai^ an4 
tb^ A^rnejr Qen0rd. 

« Sirica tlm iili<»«fr was wntm* Ufmm* Q^ln A SeirtMi 
have pablvihed tkif» volmnas of Cany<v«Nonal P^boles. 
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JOHN C. CALHOUN. " 

Mr. Calhoun* is a young man of about thirty-five 
years of age : l^is form is above the middle size, but 
meagre, bony, and slender : his face wants beauty, 
but his eye possesses all .the brilliancy and fire of 
genius. He is a native of the South, and has, I 
understand, been educated for the bar. It is not my 
intention to enter into any abstract speculations on 
the influence of climate upon the human intellect. 
On' this subject much ingenuity and learning have 
been wasted, and the visionary theories bf Bufibn, 
Raynal, &c. have been laid aside, as the lumber of 
the schools, or the idle sportings of fancy ; but it 
has always appeared to me that some climates are 
more propitious to genius, and the rapid develop- 
ment of the intellectual powers, than others. The 
soil and voluptuous climate of Ionia, for example, 
is better adapted to nourish and expand thd genius 
of man, than the inclement blasts and " thick Boe- 
tian air" of Northern latitudes. Be this, however, 
as it may; whether Mr. Calhoun be indebted to 
climate, to nature, or to circumstances, for the 
powers he possesses, he is unquestionably an ex- 
traordnary young man. He started up, on the the- 
atre of legislation, a political Roscius, and astonish- 
ed the veterans around him by^the power of his 
mind, and the singularity and resistlessness of his 
eloquence. He has the ingenuity without the so- 
*WritteAinl8i7-ia 
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phisfry of Godwin, to whose mind I think his bears 
some analogy.* On all subjects, whether abstract 
or ordinary, whether political or moral, he thinks 
with a rapidity that no difficulties can resist, and 
with an originality that never fails to delight. He 
has the brilliancy f without the ornament of Burke, 
the fire without the literature of Pitt. With an 
invention which never abandons him, and whose 
fertility astonishes, he seems to loathe the parade 
of rhetoric, and the glitter and decorations of art. 
His style of eloquence is peculiar and extraordina* 
' ry ; without any apparent pageantry of imagination, 
or any of the flower-woven beauties of language, 
he seizes on the mind, which, like the unfortunate 
bird under the influence of fascination, becomes 
passive and obedient to the power it neither can 
nor wishes to resist. In the ** tempest and whirl* 
wind" of his eloquence, his argumentation is so 
rapid, his thoughts are so novef, and his conclu<- 
sions so unexpected, yet apparently correct, that you 
can neither anticipate nor think ; the attention is 
riveted, and the mind occupied alone with the sub- 
ject which he is handling, and it is not until the 
fascination of his manner has subsided that you feel 
inclined to reason, or become capable of detecting 
his errors. Even then, his witchery lingers on the 
imagination, and casts a veil over the judgment 
which it cannot immediately remove, and which, 

* Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Godwin are alike conspicuous for 
what I call ingenuity, as contradirtiDguished from imagina- 
tion. ' 

t Brilliancy is here applied to gemos. 
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in Opposdtion. to tiie strongest efiortd, tends to bb* 
SGure its pei'cejiCioRs, and to weaken it^ energies. 
I have heai'cl gentlemen who were associated with 
him declare, that wtoen he spoke, they were, for 
some time sftc^ he had ddsed, miable to remove 
the speH by which they were bound ; and that even 
by condensing almost to dMcarity, they could not 
answer the wholes of his Bniflserous argixmeiits and 
ingenious dednctiofi^s, without occtipying too mttch 
of the time of the House. And yet, he has never 
been known to attempt but one rhetorical ffoarisb, 
and in thait he uixfimunatefly failed. His oratorical 
^yie has none of the emlwlfishmemd of art^ or the 
witeheries of fancy ; bot is^ almost to dryness, pkiin, 
unadorned, and coBcise. He has nothing in bhtt 
poetical ; his crettimis are not those of iSBagtnation^ 
in which I liiink ht! is somewhat deficient You 
never see him employed in weavii^ garlands, or 
strewing flowers 0» your path ; he never strives to 
** lap in Elysfom/' or to deh^ht in the rainbow co<^ 
lors and eractic blaxa of fkncy. His Kght is the 
light of reason, dear, nnrefracted and luminous. 

Between oratory and poetry, there is, I conceive, 
an essential difference. Conviction is the object of 
the orator, and pleasure that of the poet. The 
powers of mind necessary to produce those differ* 
ent results ace not the same: reason governs the 
one, and imagination the other. The former is 
confined to argument and truth, the latter to image- 
ry and sentiment. The orator analyzes and rea- 



d by Google 



Boos^ composes ^sA doduces ; ibe poet combines 
and imitates : 

" His :eye in a fine ^ptcemKy reUiag, 

DotK gl«Bee from Heavon to earth, from earth to Heaven/' 

and embodies forth tbe ferms of things unknown. 
The orator must exist in the living world ; the poet 
may live in a world of his own creation. Memory 
and judgment are the powers employed by the for- 
mer; imagiofttioo and invention, those exercised by 
the latter. Iii,mo¥ing the heart and exciting the 
passions, they differ only in the means employed to 
produce this effect ; .and in this aJone they approx- 
imate. The examples are numerous to establish 
ti^ correctness of these positions. Cicero was a 
great orator^ ^nt a bad poet; Pope was a great 
pt>&t, but a bad orator. In short, oratory and po- 
etry have never been united in me individual. But, 
to return. With all the^ exiceltencies I have men- 
tioned, Mr. Calhoun has ^om^ £reat faults ; ** il n* 
appartietU,'* 9!nyB the dvdce de bi Rocbefocauht 
"qu*(mx gr^mds hcmmes dlmw desgrands defauis^^^ 
He wanis, I think, consistency and perseverance 
ofmindyand seems incapable of long continued 
and patient investigation. What he does not see 
at the first ex9«»iQatiQi), he seldom takes pains to 
seareji £>r; but still the lightning glance of his 
i^ind, and the re^pidity with whidi he analyzes, 
never fails to iurniish him wi|)i^ that may be ne- 
cessary for his immediate purposes. In his legis- 
lative career, which, though short, was upcoqupionp 
ly brilliant, rhis Jove of .novelty, and his apparent 
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solicitude to astonish were so great, that he has oo 
casionally been known to attempt to realize the 
dreams of political visionaries, and to propose 
schemes which he seemed to offer merely for the 
purpose of displaying the affluence and fertility of 
his mind. Youth, and the necessary want of ex- 
perience, may be plead as an apology for these 
eccentricities of conduct, and apparent aberrations. 
The wisdom of age, and a more correct and ex- 
tensive acquaintance with men and things, will 
doubtless allay the ardor of his mind, and lessen 
the fervor of his temperament. 

Like our eccentric countryman, Darwin, he is 
capable of broaching new theories, but wants the 
persevering investigation, tension of thought, and 
patience of judgment, necessary to bring them to 
maturity, or to render them beneficial. Men like 
these are oflen both very serviceable and injurious 
to society. In such a body as the Congress of the 
United States, where the concentrated wisdom of 
the nation is assembled^ such a man's sphere of 
usefulness cannot be correctly ascertained or de- 
fined. Amidst the variety of schemes his ingenu- 
ity suggests, and his restless emulation urges him 
to propose, many will no doubt be found to be 
practicable ; and though he cannot himself pause 
to mature them, the mass of mind by which he is 
surrounded, and on which he blazes, will reduce 
them to shape, and give to his ingenious novelties 
" a local habitation and a name." In short, Mr. 
Oalhoun is one of those beings whom you can only 
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trace like the comet, by the light which he casts 
upon his path, or the blaze which he leaves in his 
train. He now fills the office of Vice President of 
the United States, to which he has been elevated 
by the voice of his countrymen, and which he has 
held for nearly six years. This should gratify the 
ambition of so young a man ; but ambition, when 
once fired, is not easily controlled or repressed ; 
and the mind bounds forward in its desires, till the 
goal is attained which has been so long held in 
contemplation. The course pursued by Mr. Cal«- 
houn is not one, however, which is likely to crown 
his hopes with success, or to raise him to that rank 
to which his ambition has so long aspired. What- 
ever may be his genius, or the versatility and extent 
of his talents, he has, as yet, done nothing in the 
walks of public life, which would entitle him to 
the high station at which he aims. His principles, 
so far as they have been developed, are not such as 
-would harmonize with those of the great majority 
of his countrymen, and his political views do not 
seem calculated to promote the true interests of 
his country. If these be the result of deliberate 
reflection, and are to form the basis of his future 
conduct, he may yet have cause to lament his errors, 
and be constrained to admit that restless ambition 
does not constitute a statesman, and that success* 
fill intrigue does not indicate a man qualified to 
wield the destinies of a nation. The ruler of a 
free peo|>le, should be one in whom a cool and dis- 
criminating judgment is united to great patriotism 
4 
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and virtue ; one whose mind is too elevated ^nd 
expanded to dabble in the mire of party intrigue, or 
losie itself in the mazes of political contrivance; one 
who can proudly say — 



• I primi oggetti 



Sian de vostri pensieri 

L'onor, la Patria, e quel dovere a cui 

Vi chiameran gli Dei. — Metes. 

Brilliancy may dazzle and delight, but it may 
also he worthless and deceptive. The meteor is 
sometimes mistaken for a star, and it often hap- 
pens — 

Che tra in fiori, e le froode ' 
Pur le serpe si asconde, e s'aggira. 



HENRY CL.AY.* 

I shall now introduce you to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Mr. Clay, who is a 
delegate from Kentucky, and who not long ago 
flourished, you will recollect, as one of the Ame- 
rican commissioners at Ghent. He is a tall, thin, 
and not very niusculous man ; his gate is stately, 
but swinging, and his countenance strikingly indi- 
cative of genius. As an orator, Mr. Clay stands 
deservedly high in the estimation of his country- 
men. His eloquence is iihpetuous and vehement ; 
it rolls like a torrent, but like a torrent which is 

• Written principally in 1817. 
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sometimes irregular and occasionally obstructed ; 
though there is a want of -rapidity asd fluency in 
his elocution, yet he has a great deal of fire and 
vigor in his expression. When he speaks, he is 
full of animation and earnestness, his fac« bright- 
ens, his eye beams with additional lustre, and his 
whole figure indicates that he is entirely occupied 
with the fiubject on which his eloquence is employ- 
ed. Mr. Clay does not seem to have studied rhe- 
toric as an art, or to have paid much attention to 
those artificial divisions and rhetorical graces and 
ornaments, on which the orators of antiquity so 
strongly insist. Indeed, oratory, as an art, is but 
seldom studied in this country. Public speakers 
here trust almost entirely to the efficacy of their 
own native powers for success, in the different 
fields of eloquence, and seek not afler the extrinsic 
embellishments and i facilities of art It is but rarely 
that they unite the Attic and Rhodian manner, 
and still more rarely that they devote their atten- 
tion to the acquisition of those accomplishments 
which were, in the refined ages of Greece and 
Rome, considered as so essential to the completion 
of an orator Mr. Clay, however, is one the most 
eloquent speakers of this country, and never fails 
to produce pleasure as well as conviction. His 
mind is so organized, that he overcomes the diffi- 
culties of the most abstruse and complicated sub- 
jects, apparently without the toil of investigation 
or the labor of research. It is rich, and active, and 
rapid, grasping at one glance connexions the most 
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distant, and consequences the most remote, and^ 
breaking down with infinite facility the trammels 
of error, and the cobwebs of sophistry. When he 
rises to speak, he always c<mimands attention, and 
almost always satisfies the mind on which his elo- 
quence is intended to operate. The fine intona- 
tions of his voice, his commanding person and 
appropriate action, give a powerful effect to all he 
says. In these physical graces, he has few equals 
among his contemporaries. Mr. Clay's mind is too 
affluent and vigorous to indulge in mere declama- 
tion, or to seek after sparkling conceits or tinsel 
ornaments ; and hence, we find in his parliament- 
ary and forensic efforts no labored attempts at effect 
— nothing like clap-traps^— no passages suited for 
school-boy recitations — ^no splendid, but idle pic- 
tures of imagination, intended merely to please 
without satisfying the mind. They present a solid 
and unshaken column of argument — a constant 
series of logical deductions — a resistless and con- 
centrated mass of thought, based on the immutable 
. principles of truth, and irradiated by the blaze of 
genius. They exhibit the unbroken energies of an 
intellect in its vigorous maturity, throwing aside 
the darkness of error, casting its brilliant cor- 
ruscations on the path along which it rushes, and 
penetrating, with the power of intuition, the secret 
and hidden motives of human action. The warmth 
and fervor of his feelings, and the natural impetu- 
osity of his character, do not oflen lead him to the 
adoption of opinions which are inconsistent with 
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the dictates of true policy and wisdom. In all he 
does he is propelled by a loVe of country ; and 
though solicitous of distinction, he wishes to attain 
the pinnacle of greatness without infringing the 
liberties, or marring the prosperity of that land of 
^hich it seems to be his glory to be a native. 

The prominent traits of Mr. Clay's mind are, 
quickness, penetration and acuteness ; a fertile in- 
vention, discriminating judgment, and good memo- 
ry. His attention does not seem to have been much 
devoted to literary or scientific pursuits, unconnect- 
ed with his profession ; but, fertile in resources, 
and abounding in expedients, he is seldom at a 
loss, and if he is not at all times able to amplify and 
embellish, he never fails to do justice to the subject 
which has called forth his eloquence. * In short, 
Mr. Clay has been gifled by nature with great 
intellectual superiority, which will always give him 
a decided influence in whatever sphere it may be 
his destiny to revolve. 

Mr. Clay's manners are plain and easy ; he has 
nothing in him of that reserve which checks con- 
fidence, and which some politicians assume; his 
views of mankind are enlarged and liberal, and his 
conduct as a politician and a statesman has been 
marked with the same enlarged and liberal policy. 
His views are the views of a statesman, profound, 
expansive, and luminous. He has applied his 
mind with intensity to the great sources of national 
prosperity and happiness; and though, in bringing 
them into action, and applying them to the condi- 
4» 
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tion t)f kis country, he has beeti (Apposed by preju- 
dice and resisted by ignorance, the coevictioas of 
his judgment axid die ai^dor of his fiatriotisin hsLve 
led him to persevere, till <&ke accomplkhmeiit of 
his labors is no longer visionary or di«taiit. The 
debt of gratitude which Ms country &wm him, pos- 
terity wiM be able to appreciate. The r^ult of his 
wisdom wall tlran be unfolded, and the counlfess 
blessings which will ^ow from it will be felt and 
enjoyed by miilions yet nftboro. Though educated 
for the bar, and oUiged to practise law as a pro- ' 
fessioo, nature seems to havie inieiidied him for a 
statesman. With gr-eat genius, he is yet a man of 
business ; par negatiis neque snpra erat* Though 
occu^ed with subjects dmost co-extensive i» im- 
portance with the universe, he stiH descends to the 
iitde details of official duty, asd the ordiimry busi- 
jness of the world. He is prompt in his decisions, 
and active and feartess in the execution of his de- 
signs ; stooping to no meanness, and retarded by 
no dread of consequences, in the performance of 
what he feels to be his duty, or what he conceive 
will conduce to the interests of his country ; ardent 
in his attachments, and aithOugh open, yet generous 
A his enmities, fie possesses %, nobleness of sen- 
timent, a loftiness of soul, and a grandeur of inten- 
tion, which mingle in whi^tever he says or whatever 
he does, and which give him, in all his connexions 
with socKty, an influence and stsmding that it is 
difficult to resist. His motto always has been— 

Lapatria e vn Name 
Acai aacrificar tntto e permesso. Mctss. 
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He is pireeisely the man I should fleleet to exhibit 
to the European ^vorkl as z, fine specimeQ of the 
Americaa chaf aeter ; bold, enterprising, independ- 
ent and persevering, with a f eiuns that shrinks at 
no inipediflients, and a mind that quails at the ao* 
pect of no danger. Ehnerging from ohscurity and 
indigence, and rising by rapid gradations to the 
rank of an orator, legislator, minister and states- 
man, he id the same in ail, and in all displays that 
▼ersatility and powc»r which are the characteftstics 
of genius. St. Fienre has said that genius is the 
art of observation ; but it requires genius lo dlMerve. 
Mr. Clay has been a dose and accurate observer 
of men aitd things, and has suffered nothing to es* 
cape him which cotdd add to Uie inexhaustible re*> 
sources of his mind. His knowledge of men has 
not been derired from books, but from a long in- 
tercourse with the living world, in which he has 
mingled as much from necessity as choice. The 
various scenes through which he has passed, has 
enabled him to see and study the diversified char- 
acter of his species, and to comprehend the influ- 
ences under which they act, and the motives and 
principles by which they are governed. His de- 
votion to the cause of liberty has been manifested 
in every act of his life. The spread of universal 
freedom seems to be the first and sti'ongest impulse 
of his. heart, and whether she flaps her wings over 
the Cordilleras of America, or reposes on the clas- 
sic plains or delicious valleys of Greece, she has 
^ always' met in him a friend that no casualty could 
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alter, and no personal interest could change. He 
wielded an almost magic power over a legislative 
body, and exiercises nearly the same fascination 
over those who come within the range of its influ- 
ence. But this is the ascendancy of genius — ^the 
sway of mind, which, like the rarified air, will rise 
above the denser atmosphere that surrouiids it. — 
There are in Mr. Clay's manners so total an ab- 
sence of all hauteur, so much apparent candor, and 
such an evidence of open-heartedness, that no one 
can refuse him his confidence when he becomes ac- 
quainted with him. There is nothing of aristocra- 
cy lurking in his heart, and as little of that con- 
temptible pride which will not stoop to notice the 
lowly and humble, though meritorious and worthy, 
because they are not decorated with the trappings 
of power, or surrounded by the glitter of wealth. — 
No man has, however, been more the object of ca- 
lumny and vituperation than this distinguished 
statesman. But this seems to be the lot of all who, 
in this country, have reached political eminence ; 
and to this painful ordeal must every one be sub- 
jected who desires to wing his flight to the temple 
of political fame. 
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I will now bring before you another prominent 
personage, who figures in this government, and Of 
whom you have requested me to give you some ac- 
count. Mr. Wirt, the attorney general of the Unit- 
ed States, has distinguished himself by his literary 
and forensic labors. In his person, he is more at- 
tractive and elegant, and in his manners more 
graceful and easy, than some of the gentlemen I 
have mentioned. Mr. Wirt is a native of Mary- 
land, and, like Socrates, owes his being to parents 
who existed in the humbler walks of like. With- 
out a regular or academic education, without pa- 
tronage, and without influential and powerful con- 
nexions, he has made his way through the difficul- 
ties by which he was surrounded, to the high sphere 
in-which he now revolves. His example furnishes 
another evidence of the excellence of this govern- 
ment, which opens so easy a path to genius, indus- 
try, and exertion. Mr. Wirt, in his youth, was dis- 
tinguished by a brilliant and romantic fancy, and a 
facility in the acquisition of knowledge. At the 
death of his father, he was left under the guardian- 
ship of a gentleman in the State of Maryland, who 
is said to have been well versed in the Greek and 
Latin languages, in which he was so good as to 
instruct his ward. In a few years the guardian 
paid the debt of nature, and left his young charge 
•Written in 1817. 
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to buffet the storms of life as he could. The death 
of Dr. Hunt not only deprived Wirt, but the neigh- 
borhood, of a^ood teacher, and an excellent friend^ 
and the loss was- deemed irreparable, unless sup- 
plied by Wirt himself, who had made no inconsi- 
derable proficiency in the dead languages and othe^ 
branches of knowledge, and who, as he was now 
without fortune, and destitute of other means of 
'support, consented to officiate as a preceptor. In 
this situation he continued only until he had made 
himself acquainted with the principles of the legal 
science, under the direction of Judge Edwards, 
with whom he had formed an acquaintance, and in 
whose house he boarded for the benefit of his in- 
struction. Being now prepared for the practice of 
the law, but entirely destitute of funds, a neighbor 
and a friend furnished him with a horse^ and mo- 
ney enough to enable hihi to proceed to Fauquier, 
in Virginia, his point of destination, where he 
took up his residence, and commenced the practice 
of his profession. He had not been long at the 
bar before he entered into the connubial state, and 
became the husband of a respectable young lady 
of the county in which he resided. 

I have been informed that soon after this, he 
was prevailed upon to accompany a friend to the 
rustic church of the divine he so eloquently and 
poetically describes in his " Spy." He entered 
and took his seat ; he neither noticed the congre- 
gation nor the sightless Demosthenes that address^ 
ed him, and was fast sinking into the arms of the 



d by Google 



WIRT. 43 

drowi^y dcfity, when instinctively, and with an im- 
pulse he could neither control nor repress, he start- 
ed from the bench on which he sat, as if struck by 
electricity, and gave his whole attention to the dis- 
course of the preacher, whose bursts of eloquence 
had thus roused him from his stupor and rivetted 
his ev^ry faculty as if by enchantment. What 
moral effect the eloquence of Doctor Waddell had 
upon Mr. Wirt, I am not able to say, but it is cer- 
tain, that soon after this event he removed to ' 
Richmond, where he underwent a change in his 
religious opinions, and was chosen by the then 
governor of the State, Mr. Monroe, one of his 
privy counsellors. From that epoch he rose ra- 
pidly in his profession, and in the estimation of 
the public. ' His " Spy" gave him a reputation 
which his eloquence at the bar tended to establish, 
and the fortune and respectability of the lady to 
whom he is now united, enlarged the circle of his 
friends, and extended his sphere of action. While 
engaged in the practice of the law at Richmond, 
he employed his leisure in the composition of a 
work entitled " The Old Bachelor," which was 
published in numhers, after the manner oL the 
Spectator, and which displays the taste and talent 
of the author. He has more recently endeavored 
to add to the just fame he has acquired, by 
preparing for the press a life of Patrick Henry, 
whose eloquence cannot be admired too much, 
and whose character he has, on all occasions, 
been fond of portraying^ As an evidence of 
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the respect in which he was held by his adopted 
State, the vacant situation of senator of the United 
States was offered him by the legislature of Virgi- 
nia, but he refused to accept it. Since that, he has 
been elevated by the President to the post of Attor- 
ney General of the U. States,* which I presume is 
more congenial to his feelings, as it doubtless is 
more consistent with those professional pursuits and 
studies, to which he has been for many years assidu- 
ously devoted. I must now beg leave to close this 
rapid biographical outline. As an apology for its 
defects, I have nothing to offer. The facts it con- 
tains have been furnished me by those who have 
been long and intimately acquainted with Mr. Wirt, 
and I flatter myself, that notwithstanding its bre- 
vity and imperfections, it will be read with some 
little interest. 

. Of the literary productions of Mr. Wirt, the ge- 
neral character is brilliancy of coloring, redundan- 
cy of rhetorical embellishment, and a fondness for 
poetical imagery. The characteristic feature of 
his mind is fancy, the too free indulgence of which 
leads him into occasional hyperboles, not always 
consistent with the sober dictates of sound sense, 
or the canons of correct taste. The remarks which 
Johnson applies to Collins, may be, I think, not 
inaptly applied to the subject of these observations. 
^' He loves fairies, genii, giants, and monsters ; he 

* This situation he held till the recent change in the Ad- 
ministration induced him to throw up his commission an4 
remove to Baltimore, where he employs himself more pn&t- 
ably in private practice. 
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<• 
(ielights to rove through the meanders of enehani^ 

ment^ to gaze on the magnificence of gold^ pa^ 
laces, an4 to repose by the water-lklls of Elysiatl 
gardens."* Mr. Wirt does not seem to search fof 
imagery, or-io labor after the splendid but fugitive 
coloring of fancy. From the native fertility of his 
imagination, this is rendered unnecessary, and new 
creations spring up in his mind, which are as strik- 
ing as they are unexpected and beautiful. There is 
a want of classical simplicity, however, in his ear- 
lier compositions, which can only be imputed to his 
occasional love of splendor, and fondness for poetical 
embellishment. The subjects in which he most 
excels, and in which he displays the best specimens 
of his style of writing, are those of elocution and 
oratory, which may be found interspersed through- 
out all his literary works. His styl^ of speaking 
bears a strong affinity to his style of writing, and 
blazes not unirequently with the tffulgence of Cur-^ 
ranian eloquence ; but the splendor of Curran is 
chiefly calculated for the modern rostrum ; and at 
the bar, in the pulpit, or the senate, may sparkle 
on the fancy, without deeply affecting the heart, 
and play around the imagination without rousing 
the feelings or convincing the judgment. 
, But whatever were the errors into which Mr. 
Wirt may have fallen, at the commencemeni of his 
oratorical career, from false imitation or a bril- 
liant fency, his good sense has since enabled him 
to «httn them, and to adopt a more chaste, correct, 

* I>r. MuuKm's Life of Collins. 
6 
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and polished style of speaking and writing. As 
you have never had an opportunity of seeing any 
of his speeches, I will send you a few extracts from 
one of his specimens of oratory, in the case of 
Aaron Burr, who was tried, some years ago, for 
treason. The orator, after describing the character 
of Burr, proceeds to give the following picture of 
Blannerhasset, an Irishman, who had come to 
this country to avoid what he called persecution, 
and who had retired to a beautiful island in the 
Ohio : " But he carried with him," says Mr. Wirt, 
"taste, science, and wealth, and *lo! the desert 
smiled.' Possessing himself of a beautiful island 
in the Ohio, he rears upon it a palace, and deco* 
rates it with every romantic embellishment of fancy. 
A shrubbery that Shenstone might have envied 
blooms around him ; music that might have charm- 
ed Calypso and her nymphs, is his ; an extensive 
library spreads its treasures before him ; a philoso- 
phical apparatus offers to him all the secrets and 
mysteries of nature ; peace, tranquillity, and in- 
nocence shed their mingled dehghts around him, 
and to crown the enchantment of the scene, a wife, 
who is said to be lovely even beyond her sex, and 
graced with every accomplishment that can render 
it irresistible, had blessed him with her love, and 
made him the father of her children. In the midst 
of all this peace, this innocence, this tranquillity, 
this feast of the mind, this pure banquet of the 
heart, the destroyer comes ; he comes to turn this 
IMiradise into hell; yet the flowers do not wither at 
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his approach, and no monitory shuddering through 
the bosom of their unfortunate possessor, warns him 
of the ruin that is coming upon him." Blanner- 
BUsset is caught in the tbils which the arch traitor 
has set to ensnare him, and he becomes a willing 
accomplice in the conspiracy. The result is thus 
described by the orator : 

'^ No more he enjoys the tranquil scene ; it has 
become flat and insipid to his taste ; his books are 
abandoned; his retort and crucible are thrown 
aside ; his shrubbery blooms and breathes its fra^ 
grance upon the air in vain ; he likes it not ; his 
ear no longer drinks the rich melody of music ; it 
longs for the trumpet's clangor, and the cannon's 
roar ; even the prattle of his babes, once so sweet, 
no longer affects him ; and the angel smite of his 
wife, which hitherto touched his bosom with ecsta- 
cy so Unspeakable, is now unfelt and unseen. His 
enchanted island is destined soon to relapse into a 
desert { and in a few months we find the tender and 
beautiful partner of his bosom, whom he lately 
* permitted not the winds of summer to visit too 
roughly,' we see her shivering, at midnight, on the 
winder banks of the Ohio, and mingling her tears 
with the torrents that froze as they fell. Yet this 
unfortunate man, thus deluded from his interest 
and happiness, thus seduced from the paths of in- 
nocence and peace, thus confounded in the toils 
which were deliberately spread for him, and over- 
whelmed by the mastering spirit and genius of 
a(iolher ; this man, thus ruined and undone, and 
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made to play a subordinate part in his grand dra* 
ma of guilt and N^eason ; this man is to be called 
the principal o^ender ; while he by whom he was 
.thus plunged and steeped in misery, is compara- 
tively innocent— ^a mere accessary. Sir, neither 
the human heart nor the human understanding will 
bear a perversion so monstrous and absurd; so 
shocking to the soul ; so revolting to reason." 
. By comparing these passages with some of Cur- 
ran's canm, con, speeches, you v^l discover a strong 
similitude, and an evident imitation; though th^ 
American orator does not {allfar shprt of his Irish 
prototype in picturesque effect, and in splendor of 
painting. 

Mr. Wirt is now about fiAy years of age ; Jm 
face is full and still handsome; his features are 
regular and well proportioned ; his eye black and 
animated ; his body large and inclined to corpu- 
lency ; and his voice still strong and well modu- 
lated. His diction is rapid and flowing, his elocu« 
tion easy and graceful, and his action neither the- 
atrical nor extravagant, but suited to the sentiment 
and adapted to the expression. As a jurist, he is 
proibundly read ; not seeking distinction in wire- 
drawn subtleties or minute and refined technicali* 
ties, but in the application of the settled and com- 
prehensive principles of jurisprudence ; studying 
it as a science, and bringing it to bear on the vari- 
ous modifications of civil and personal rights and 
wrongs. As an orator, his power is acknowledged 
and his fascination irresistible ; and as a man, he 
stands high in the scale of moral excellence. 



y Google 



PINCiiNEY., 49 



WIL.L.IAM PINCKNEY.+ 

Mr. William Pinckney is a native of Maryland. 
His parents, though indigent and obscure, were yet 
animated by a strong desire of making their son 
illustrious. To effect this object, they exerted eve- 
ry effort within their power, and gave him such an 
education as their limited means would warrant. 
Mr. Pinckney was an orator by nature. When 
very young, and while speaking in a little debating 
club which had been established by some young 
men in Annapolis, to improve themselves in elo- 
cution, he excited the notice of a gentleman con- 
spicuous for his talents, who had accidentally at- 
tended the society. Mr. Chase immediately extend- 
ed to him his patronage and assistance ; and under 
the auspices of so able an instructor, and so pow- 
erful a friend, young Pinckney soon developed 
those extraordinary powers with which the benefi- 
cent hand of nature had endowed him. He studied 
the law in the office of his patron, and soon prepared 
himself for the bar, where, at his first appearance, 
he, gave those promises of ability and greatness, 
which he has subsequently fulfilled. Mr. Pinckney 
has occupied some honorable and important stations 
under the American Government ; and though, in 
the. discharge of his official functions, he has not 
fully realized public expectation, yet he has not 
feUen very far below it. 

^ ^ t Written i» 1817- 
5* 
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Mr. Pinckney is between fifty and sixty years of 
age. His form is sufficiently elevated and com- 
pact to be graceful, and his countenance, though 
marked by the lines of dissipation, and rather too 
heavy, is n6t unprepossessing or repulsive. His 
eye is rapid in its motion, and beams with the 
animation of genius ; but his lips are too thick, 
and his cheeks too fleshy and loose for beauty ; 
there is, too, a degree of foppery, and sometimes 
of splendor, manifested in the decoration of his 
person, which is not perfectly reconcileable to my 
ideas of mental superiority ; and an appearance of 
voluptuousness about him which is only calculated 
to suit the meridian of Greece and the soft and 
debilitating climate of the Egean isles^ but which 
cannot surely be a source of pride or of gratifica- 
tion to one whose mind is so capacions and ele- 
gant. I should imagine, however, that this|^cha- 
racter was barely assumed for the purpose of ex- 
citing a higher admiration of his powers, by induc- 
ing a belief that, without the labor of study, or the 
toil of investigation, he can attain the object of his 
wishes, and become eminent without deigning to 
resort to that painful drudgery by which meaner 
minds are enabled to arrive at excellence and dis-. 
tinction. At the first glance, no one could believe, 
jrom his external appearance, that he was in the 
least degree intellectually superior to his fellow men. 
But Mr. Pinckney is indeed a wonderfiil man, and 
one of those beings whom the lover of human nature 
feels a delight -and pride in contemplating. His 
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mind is, I think^ of the very first order— quick, 
e2q>anded, fervid and powerful. The hearer is at 
a loss which most to admire— ^he vigor of his judg- 
ment, the fertility of his invention, the strength of 
his memory, or the power of his imagination. Each 
of these faculties he possesses in an equal degree of 
perfection, and each is displayed in its full matu<* 
rity when the magnitude of the subject on which 
he descants, renders its ^leration necessary. This 
singular union of the rare and precious gifts of na- 
ture has received all the strength education could 
affi>rd, and aU the polish and splendor art could 
bestow. Under the cloak of dissipation and indp- 
lenlce, his application has been indefatigable, and 
his studies unintermitted ; the oil of the midnight 
lamp has been exhausted, and the labyrinths of 
knoiniedge have been explored. 

Mr. Pinckney is never unprepared and never off 
his guard ; he encoimters his subject with a mind 
rich ia all the gifls of nature, and fraught with all 
the resources of art and study. He enters the list 
with his antagonist armed Hke the ancient cavalier, 
cap a pe ; and is alike prepared to wield t^ lance, 
or to hakdle the sword, aa occlusion may require, 
lu cases which embrace all the complications and 
intricacies of law, where reason seems to be lost in 
the ocean of technical perplexity, ai»d obscurity and 
darkness assume the dignified character of science, 
he displays an extent of research, a range of inves- 
tigation, a' luckiness of reasoning,^ and a fervor and 
briUiansy of thought, that excite our wonder, and 
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elicit our admiration. On the driest, most abstract^ 
and uninteresting questions of law, when no mini 
can anticipate such an occurrence, he occasionally 
blazes forth in all the enchanting exuberance o( 
a chastened, but a rich and vivid imagination, and 
paints in a manner as classical as it is splendid , 
and as polished as it is brilliant. In the higher 
walks of eloquence, where the passions and feel- 
ings of our nature are roused to action or lulled to 
repose, Mr.« Pinckney is still the great magician 
whose pow^r is resistless, and whose touch is fas- 
cination. His eloquence becomes sublime and ini- 
passionate, majestic and overwhelming. In calmer 
moments, when these passions are hushed and the 
mellowness of feeling has assumed the place of 
agitation and disorder, he weaves around you the 
fairy circles of fancy, and calls up the golden 
palaces and magnificent grottoes of enchantment. 
The imagination is fired, and you seem to stvoll 
amidst bowers of roses and regions of eternal ver- 
dure, where you are fanned to repose by the breath 
of zephyrs shedding '^ ambrosial sweets," and lull- 
ed to forgetfulness by the seraphic harmony of 
Elysian songsters. You listen with rapture as he 
rolls along; his defects vanish, and you are not 
conscious of any thing but what he pleases to in- 
fuse. From his tongue, like that of Nestor, " lan- 
guage more sweet than honey flows," and the at- 
tention is constantly riveted by the successive ope- 
ration of the different faculties of the mbd. There 
are no awkward pauses^ no hesitation for the want 
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of word« or of arguments ; he moves forward with 
^ pace sometimes majestic, sometimes graceful^ 
but always captivating and elegant. His order is 
locid^ his reasoning logical^ his diction select^ 
Qiagnificent and appropriate, and his style flowing^ 
oratorical and beautiful. The most labored and 
finished composition could not be better than that 
which he seems to utter spontaneously, and with- 
out efr<Nrt. His judgment, invention, memory and 
imagination, all conspire to fumis^i him at once 
with whatever he may requve to enforce, embel* 
licdi^ or beautify what he says. On the dullest su^ 
ject he is never dry, and no (Hie leaves him without 
feeling an admiration at his powers that borders on 
enthusiasm. His satire is keen, but delicate ; and 
his wit scintillating and brilliant. His treasure is 
•xhaustless :— -possessing ^be most extensive and 
Taried information, he never feels at a loss ; and he 
ornaments and illustrates ev^y subject he teuchee. 
He is never the same ; he uses no common-place 
artifice to excite a momentary thrill of admiration « 
he is not obliged to patch up and embellish a few 
ordinary thoughts, or set off a few meagre and un- 
interesting facts; his resources seem to be as uup 
litnited as those of nature, and fresh powers and 
new beauties are exhibited whenever his eloquence 
is employed. A singular copiousness and felicity 
of thought and expression, united to a magnificence 
of amplification and a purity and chastity of orna- 
ment, gives to his eloquence a sort of enchantment 
which it is difficult to describe* 
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Mr. Pinckney^s mind is in a high degree poetical. 
It sometimes wantons in the luxuriance of its own 
creations, but these creations never violate the 
purity of classical taste and elegance. He loves to 
paint when there is no occasion to reason, and 
addresses the imagination and passions when the 
judgment has been satisfied and enlightened. 

I speak of Mr. Pinckney at present as a forensic 
orator. His career as a legislator was too short to 
afford an opportunity of judging of his parliamentary 
-eloquence; and perhaps, like Curran, he might 
have failed in a field in which it was anticipated he 
would excel, or at least retain his usual pre-emi- 
nence. Mr. Pinckney, I think, bears a stronger 
resemblance to Burke, than to Pitt; but in some 
particulars he unites the excellencies of both. He 
has the fancy and erudition of the former, and the 
point, rapidity, and elocution of the latter. Com- 
pared with his countrymen, he wants the vigor and 
shadowy majesty of Clay, the metaphysical power 
and ingenuity of Calhoun : but as a rhetorician he 
surpasses both. In his action^ Mr. Pinckney has un- 
fortunately acquired a manner (borrowed, no doubt, 
from some illustrious model) which is far from being 
eljBgant. It consists in raising one leg on a bench 
or chair before him, and in thrusting his right arm 
in a horizontal line from his side, to its full length 
in front. This action is uniform, and never varies 
or changes in the most tranquil flow of sentiment, 
or the grandest burst of impassioned eloquence. 
His voice, though not naturally good, has been 
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disciplined to modulation by art, and if it be not 
always musical, it is never very harsh or offensive. 
Sach is Mr. Pinckney as an orator. As a diploma- 
tist, but little can be said that virill add to his repu- 
tation. In his official notes and communications 
there is too great a diffusiveness 'for beauty or ele- 
gance of composition. It is but seldom the orator 
possesses the requisites of the writer, and the fame 
which is acquired by the tongue sometimes evapo- 
rates through the pen. As a writer he is inferior 
to the present Attorney General,* who unites the 
powers of both in a high degree ; and thus, in his 
own person, gives a favorable illustration of the 
position which he has laid down as to the univer- 
sality of genius. 

So great was Mr. Pinckney's anxiety to sustain 
the reputation which he had acquired, that, though 
laboring under severe indisposition, he could not 
be prevailed upon to suspend his exertions in an 
important suit, in which he was engaged before the 
Supreme Court, till he recovered ; and in a speech 
of two days' duration, and of more than usual 
power and eloquence, he is said to have broken a 
blood vessel, and thus fell a lamented victim to the 
tinited impulse of duty and fame. 

Mr. Pinckney now slumbers with the deadr A 
plain tomb stone covers the body of him on whom 
listening Senates hung with admiration. . His ashes 
now mitigle with the dust of those who once, like 
himself, occupied a large dpace in the public mind 
• Mr. Wirt. 
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-•«nd, like himself, were stimalated by the love of 
fame, or animated by the glow of patriotism. While 
the eye of the melancholy wanderer who visits the 
buriid ground of our City, falls upon the last resting 
plac^ of this once gifted individual, and feeli» 

" The death-like silenee and the dread repose" 
which reigns around, how eloquent is the language 
of Pindar : ** We are shadows ; and the dreams 
of shadows are dl that our fancies imagine." 



WILLIAM LOWlsn>£S,t 

Permit me now to bring before you another 
prominent member of the body I have been de- 
scribing. I know you will readily pass over the 
imperfections of his person and figure, his quixotic 
countenance, lank, lean and rueful; his^tall, slen-^ 
der and emaciated form, and all the inelegancies 
and defects of his body, when you are informed 
that this man stands deservedly in the first rank of 
American statesmen. Mr. Lowndes, like Mr. Cal- 
houn, is from the south. He is a man of wealth and 
of probity ; modest, retiring and unambitious ; but 
Ms mind is vigorous, comprehensive and rapid. He 
is Chairman of th^ Committee of Ways and Means, 
;and in that situation has discovered a profound and 
extensive knowledge of fijiance; a subject in itself dry 
and difficulty and to which very few of the citizens 
tWhttenmldir. 
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of this country have devoted much of their leisure. 
To Mr. Lowndes, however, it appears to be a 
branch of political science, peculiarly pleasing, and 
to which he is much addicted, both from mclination 
and habit. He is not only an able political econo* 
mist, but a skilful statist. And for your further infor- 
mation, I will draw the distinction in the language 
of Peuchet,* who has given it more correctly than 
any writer I have yet had the opportunity of read- 
ing. " The first, or political economy, conceives, 
produces and puts in execution the truths or prin- 
ciples of administration, whose utility it establishes, 
by reasoning, supported by comparison of facts. 
The second, or statistics, is occupied in preparing 
the elements proper to guide the mind ; it collects 
details, which it forms into one head, and estab- 
lishes results founded upon an analysis sufficiently 
complete to produce moral certainty." 

Mr. Lowndes never takes up an opinion, or adopts 
a theory that has not been sanctioned by his own 
judgment, or that cannot bear the test of logical 
analysis. His mind possesses a mathematical tact, . 
and every subject which presents itself and which 
cannot be demonstrated, is rejected or admitted 
with hesitation and doubt. In the fields of fancy 
he but seldom suffers himself to loiter ; the glitter 
of imagination neither dazzles nor delights him, 
and he prefers rather to wander through the som- 
bre groves of philosophy, than to stroll amidst the 
enchanted palaces and magic haunts of fiction* 
" Stfttistiqjoe Elementaire. 
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His memory is powerful and retentive, and furnish- 
es him, in an instant, with whatever he may have 
wished to retain ; hut he is no orator ; his voice is 
low and feehle, his gesticulation awkward and in* 
elegant, and his whole manner unprepossessing 
and defective. What he says, however, is said 
with perspicuity and force, and carries with it con- 
viction to the mind. In speaking, he has no ex- 
ordiums or perorations ; he marches, like Homer, 
to the point at once, and endeavors to satisfy the 
judgment, without deigning to tickle the fancy. I 
do not conceive that the highest powers are requir- 
ed to form an orator of the present day. It is not 
essential that he should. plunge into the labyrinth 
of science, or be conversant with the intricacies of 
art The truth is that sound sense and virtue are 
the *^ principium et fons'^ of fine oratory, as well as 
of good writingf The orator must indeed feel the 
common interests and passions of our nature more 
intensely, to be capable of directing our prejudices, 
of controlling our will, or exciting our feelings ; but. 
still his object is not always to inform, but to propel 
and stimulate the mind to action. For this purpose^ 
it is sufficient that his sensibilities are acute, that his 
knowledge of mankind is accurate, and that his ac- 
quaintance with the cpmmon affairs and transae^- 
tions of life is not more, imperfect than that of those 
around him. His business is with the living world, 
and with the common feelings and passions and 
prejudices of our nature. We do not wish him to 
exhibit the philosopher or the poet ; but we wish 
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faim to be always clear, luminous and persuasive r 
not to create new worlds; but to conduct us 
through the one we occupy ; not to sport in the 
rainbow, or to flutter on a moon beam ; but with 
the torch of truth, to illumine our path and to lead 
us in safety through the darkness of error, and the 
obscurity of ignorance. And all this he can do 
without a mind of vast general powers or a more 
than ordinary extent of knowledge. Mr. Lowndes 
seems to be aware of his defects and does not wish 
to excel as an orator : his object is of a more ex- 
tended and comprehensive character ; his ambition 
is the ambition of virtue, and he aspires to the lofty 
and imposing elevation of a statesman and a patriot. 
The contracted views and paltry intrigues of party 
are beneath the dignity of his mind, and revolting 
to the virtues of his heart : and he labors not for 
adventitious and fleeting reputation, but for the 
permanent good and lasting glory of his country. 
When he addresses the House, every ear is atten- 
tive, fest any thing should escape, and every mind 
is satisfied, because the truths which have been ut- 
tered were recommended by the charms of virtue, 
and arrayed in the simple beauty of moral worth. 
He possesses great sensibility of heart, and great 
delicacy of feeling ; he would rather relinquish the ' 
exultation of triumph over his antagonist in argu- 
ment, than experience the pain of having inflicted 
a wound on his vanity. I know not for what sta- 
tion destiny has designed him, but his mind would 
qualify him for almost any thing ; he realizes the 
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idea which Mirabeau has formed of a statesman.-^ 
** This word," says he, " presents to the mind th« 
idea of a vast genius, improved by experience, ca- 
pable of embracing the mass of social interests, 
and of perceiving how to maintain true harmony 
among the individuals of which society is compos- 
ed, and an extent of information which may give 
substance and union to the different operations of 
government."* The great talents and high stand- 
ing of Mr. Lowndes, induced the executive of 
this country to offer him the situation of Minister 
of War ; but he refused to accept it, and seems to 
be satisfied with the condition to which his constit- 
uents have elevated him, and which, I presume, he 
can retain as long as he feels inclined to do so. Of 
the private character of this gentleman, I know 
nothing; but I should infer, from my short ac- 
quaintance with him, that he is as conspicuous foi 
moral as for intellectual excellencies, and that in 
the humbler and less brilliant walks of domestic 
life, though he may not acquire so much reputation, 
he is still not less distinguished than in the blaze of 
political splendor. 

Mr. Lowndes lived but a few years after the 
above was penned. He paid the d0bt of nature 
on hi^ passage to Liverpool, for the benefit of hi» 
health, deeply lamented by his countrymen, by 
whom his memory is still fondly cherished. His 
extraordinary merit had pointed him out as one 
eminently qualified to fill the Executive Chair of his 
*^ Mirabeau'e Gallery of Portraits. 
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country ; to which, if death had not so early closed 
his career, he would most probably have been ele- 
vated. When it^plied to, on this subject, hd made 
the following memorable reply : '' It is an honor 
which is neither to be solicited nor declined.'' 

It is due to the memory of so distinguished a 
man, and would be useful to his countrymen, that 
his speeches should be collected and given to the 
world with some memoir of his life ; which, though 
not eventful, would nevertheless be replete with 
instruction. I trust that some friend will yet un- 
dertake it, for the honor of his name and that of 
Us country. 



RUFUlS KING.* 

Mr. King is now about sixty years of age, abovf 
the middle size, and somewhat inclined to corpu* 
lency. His countenance, when serious and thought- 
ful, possesses a great deal of austerity and rigor ; but 
at other moments it is marked with placidity and 
benevolence. Among his friends, he is facetious and 
easy ; but when with strangers, reserved and distant 
—apparently indispD8«<l tu conversation and inclined 
to taciturnity ; but when called out, his colloquial 
powers are of no ordinary character, and his cour 
versation becomes peculiarly instructive, fascinating 
and humorous. Mr. King has read and reflected 

*Wntt«niiil818; 
6* 
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much ; and though long in public life, his attentioft 
has not been exclusively devoted to the political soi- 
ences, for his information on other subjects is equally 
matured and extensive. His resources are numerous 
and multiplied, andcaneasily be called intooperatiojou 
In his parliamentary addresses he always displays 
a deep and intimate knowledge of the subject un- 
der discussion; and never fails to edify and instruct^ 
if he sometimes ceases to delight. He has read 
history to become a statesman, and not for the 
mere gratification it affords. He applies the expe- 
rience of ages, which the historical muse exhibits, 
to the general purposes of government,, and thus 
reduces to practice the mass of knowledge with 
which his^ mind is fraught and embellished. As 
a legislator, he is perhaps inferior to no man in 
this country. The faculty of close and accurate 
observation, by which he is distinguished, has 
enabled him to treasure up every fact of politi- 
cal importance that has occurred since the organ- 
ization of the American Government; and the 
citizen, as well as the stranger, is often surprised 
at the minuteness of hi^si historical details; the 
facility with which they are recalled ; and the cor«* 
rectness and accuracy with which they are implied* 
With the various subjects^ kmaaodiately connected 
with politics, hq has made himself well acquainted; 
and such is the strength of his memory, and the 
extent of hii| information, that the accuracy of his 
statements is never disputed, Mr. King, however, 
is somewhat of an eotbusi^ aod bis feelings some- 
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times propel him to do that which his judgment 
cannot sanction. I am disposed to think, from a 
rapid survey of his politicai and parliamentary cap 
reer, that the fury of party has sometimes betrayed 
him into the expression of sentiments, and the' 
support and defence of measures, that were in their 
character not always accordant with his feelings ; 
and that, whatever he may have been charged with, 
his intentions at least were pure, and his exertions, 
as he conceived; calculated for the public good. 
He was, indeed, cried dmon by some emigrants in 
this country, who have a considerable influence in 
the political transactions of the United States ; 
and though unquestionably an ornament to the 
nation which has given him birth, his countrymen, 
averse to him from party considerations, joined in 
the cry, and he became a victim pefhaps to the 
duty he owed and the love he bore his country. 
Prejudice, however, does not always- continue; and 
the American people, with that, good sense which 
forms so prominent a feature of their character, are 
beginning justly ta appreciate those virtues and 
talents they once so much decried. Mr. King has 
a sound and discriminating mind, a memory un- 
commonly tenacious, and a judgment vigorous, 
prompt, and decisive. He either wants imagina* 
tion, or is unwilling to employ a fecuky that he' 
conceives only calculated to delight and amuse. His 
object is more to convince and persuade by the force 
of reason, than to play upon the mind by the gandy 
' drapery of fancy. His style of eloquence is plain; but 
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bold and manly ; replete with argument, and ftll of 
intelligence ; neither impetuous nor vehement, but 
flowing and persuasive. His mind, like that' of 
-Fox, is historical; it embraces consequences the 
most remote without difficulty, and effects the most 
distant with rapidity and ease. Facts always form the 
basis of his reasoning. Without these his analysis 
is defective, and his combinations and deductions 
often incorrect. 'His logic is not artificial, but na- 
tural ; he abandons its formal divisions, non-essen- 
tials, moods and figures, to weaker minds, and ad- 
heres to the substantial of natural reason. Of Mr. 
King's moral character I can say nothing from my 
own personal knowledge, as my acquaintance with 
him has not been long and intimate enough to en- 
able me to judge correctly. 1 have not, however, 
heard any thing alleged against it calculated to 
lessen his reputation as an honorable statesman, or 
a virtuous member of society. He is wealthy, and 
has, no doubt, something of pride and hauteur in 
his manner offensive to the spirit of republicanism, 
and inconsistent with the idea of equality; but 
as a father, husband, and friend, I have not yet 
heard him charged with any dereliction of dutj, 
or any violation of those principles which tend to 
harmonize society and unite man to man by the 
bonds of affection and virtue. 

Mr. King was appointed Minister to England a . 
few years afler the preceding sketch of his charac* 
ter was written : but indisposition and the infirmi^ 
ties of age- induced him to relinquish this last honor 
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which, the nation had bestowed upon him, and to 
leturn to his native land, where he soon after re- 
posed with his fathers. To have been distinguish- 
ed among the great men of his age was no small 
honor, but it is one which few, if any, will deny 
to the subject of these remarks. Of such men the ^ 
nation must feel proud ; and however party hatred 
may endeavor to distort, or political envy may strive 
to blacken and pollute their character or virtues 
while living, death, like the sun, dispels the clouds 
which have involved them, and draws them forth 
in their native beauty and splendor: There are few 
men who have played a distinguished part on the 
theatre of the world, that cannot say at the close 
of life: 

Va dans Tombre etemelle, ombre pleine d'envis 

£t ne mele plos de censarer ma vie. 



RICHARD RUSBC. 

Mr. Rush, late Secretary of the Treasury, is a 
gentleman of great suavity of manners and amia- 
bleness of disposition ; polished, affable, and cour- 
teous to all, paying the same attention and mani- 
festing the same respect to a subordinate, that he 
would to the highest officer of Government. He is 
about fifty years of age, of a delicate frame, but 
neat in his person. His countenance is mild, pre- 
possessing, and strongly indicative of the gentle 
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and benevolent feelings of his heart. He is a man * 
of fine taste and cultivated mind — ^perhaps more 
brilliant than solid — but not deficient in penetration 
and acuteness. He was educated for the bar, and 
practised the law for several years with success, 
which caused him to be selected to fill the first law 
ofiice under the Government. He preceded Mt. 
Pinckney as Attorney General, was afterwards sent 
as Minister to England, and finally appointed Se- 
cretary 6f the Treasury under the administration of 
Mr. Adams. To that simplicity which should air- 
ways characterise a republican, is added all the 
ease and urbanity of a gentleman accustomed to 
the most refined and polished society. Although, 
both at home and abruad, he hass freely mingled is 
the most polished circles, he remains still the same, 
and has neither acquired additional grace, nor lost 
those traits of republicanism by which he has always 
been distinguished. He writes and speaks with 
great neatness, and sometimes elegance. His offi- 
cial papers or communications discover an intimate 
acquaintance with the subjects on which he treats, 
and are composed in a style of clearness and pre- 
cision, indicating the power of his intellect, and 
the soundness and discrimination of his judgment. 
Mr. Rush has filled every office to which he has 
been appointed with credit to himself and advan- 
tage to the nation. A philanthropist and a patriot, 
he has appropriated his ttilents and his time to the 
service of his country an^l the happiness of man ; 
»nd, amidst the rancor and bitterness of party feelr 
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ing, he has, I believe, lost no personal friends 
among those who are hostile to his political opinions 
and principles.^ Mr. Rush is more eminent as a 
statesman than a lawyer. He has studied the vari- 
ous wants and conditions of society, the resources 
of his country, and the nature of mankind. The 
sphere of politics is better suited to the bent of his 
inclinations and the character of his mind, than 
the technical subtleties and ingenious sophistry of 
the bar. He prefers the condition in which he 
"can contribute more extensively to the glory of his 
country and the happiness of his fellow-men, and 
where he may be less circumscribed in the opera- 
tions of his philanthropy. Though he possesses the 
suaviter in modo, he is not wanting in energy, nor 
deficient in perseverance. If an object is to be 
accomplished, he is not retarded by difficulties^ 
however formidable ; and what he cannot attain by 
his eloquence, he sometimes effects by his industry 
and assiduity. Though placid, urbane, and bene- 
volent, he is not deficient in bitterness of satire, 
and can use it to great effect, when the occasion 
requires its employment. 

In Europe and Americs^he is knowB and esteem- 
ed as an accomplished gentleman, and as a man of 
fine talents and eminent worth. He has retired, 
for a time, into private life, but not into obscurity. 
His country will again, ere long, solicit his ser- 
vices, and once more call into successful employ- 
ment those powers which were intended for the 
benefit and happiness of mankind. 
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JOHN HOLMES. 

Mr. Holmes is a Senator from Maine, and has 
been long known as a public speaker, and distin- 
guished for his well established republican prin- 
ciples. He has served for several years in the 
councils of his country,' and has manifested a firm- 
ness and independence at once indicative of energy 
of mind and correctness of judgment. He is pecu- 
liarly fitted for party conflicts, and displays, on all 
questions under discussion, a calm and untiring 
power of investigation, great intellectual resources, 
and a fund of information which enables him to 
enforce his arguments and to illustrate his sub- 
ject with felicity and effect. His facts are gene- 
rally so arranged and presented— are so full and 
satisfactory — that his opponent finds it difficult to 
answer them, or to weaken their force. And 
though not prepossessing in his appearance, though 
slow and deliberate in his enunciation, he seizes 
upon his hearers and forces them to follow hjm. 
There are too, occasionally, in Mr. Holmes a keen- 
ness of ^arcasm, and a bitterness of invective, 
tbat are the more striking as they are the less ex- 
pected. He is a sensible speaker, and does not 
labor after those bursts of eloquence, and those 
corruscations and flashes of imagination which are 
intended to draw forth involuntary acclamations of 
applause. He prepares no clap-traps — ^seeks not to 
play upon the feelings of his hearers — but addresses 
himself directly to the judgment; and is satisfied^ 
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If he gains his object, without being very solicitous 
about the splendor or beauty of the medium 
through which it is reached. The liberality and 
independence of his mind induce him to act, on 
all occasions, in obedience to the dictates of his 
judgment and according to the principles of un- 
changeable truth. He reasons justly and feels 
correctly, and the nation ow^ much to his ex- 
ertions. 



PELEG 8PRAGUE. 

Mr. Sprague has not been many years in the 
councils of the nation. He is comparatively 
young 'y but he has enriched his mind with various 
knowledge, which he employs with great effect, 
when occasion requires it. He is well versed in 
■the political history of the world; his classical 
attainments are respectable ; and his general in- 
formation extensive. He brings to subjects on 
which he intends to address the body of which he 
is a member, a mind fraught with intelligence, and 
prepal'ed by previous study and reflection, to en- 
lighten their obscurity and to dispel the mists of 
Sophistry and delusion which surround them. 
Mr. S. indulges in no extravagant flights, in no 
aflected or unnatural bursts of oratory. He thinks 
and feels profoundly, and expresses what he feelir 
and thinks in a style chaste, vigorous, and flowing. 
He is a close and logical reasoner, and but seldom 
7 
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permits himself to sport amid the enphantments of 
imagination, or to cull the flowers of fancy. Hi& 
logic possesses all the precision of mathematical 
accuracy ; his premises are so well laid down, an4 
his deductions so conclusively drawn, that few can 
resist the conviction to which he leads the mind of 
the hearer. He never plays upon the outskirts of 
his subject, but encloses his ground, not with the 
"dazzling fence,'' but the substantial and inde- 
structible wall of argument. His path is not in- 
deed strewed with flowers, nor is the landscape 
distinguished for its splendor or magnificence, but 
the course is clear and unobstructed, and the force 
of truth lends its charm to the hearer, which, though 
it may not be so beautiful, is not less gratifying, 
than if it were decorated with all the ornaments of 
imagination. Mr. S. seldom indulges in declama- 
tioa, and does not covet the reputation of being 
merely a fine speaker. His ambition is more ele- 
vated, and his object more laudable. He speaks be- 
cause he conceives it to be his duty to enforce truth 
and to destroy error ; he speaks from a desire to 
benefit his country, and not to acquire the fame of 
an eloquent debater. His views are expanded and 
liberal, and his mind is not less influenced by phi- 
lanthropy than patriotism. ' He is a sagacious po- 
litician and an able advocate, always found on the 
side of the oppressed, and always ready to defend^ 
and always eloquent in the support of the true in- 
terests of his country. In person, Mr. Sprague is 
above the middle size, thin^ delicate, but well pro- 
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^rtioned. His eye is dark and intelligent ; his 
countenance open and ingenuous ; his Voice fuU 
and sufficiently powerful; and his action appro* 
priate^ und occasioualiy graceful. 



DAKI£:L WEBSTER. 

Of tliis distinguished orator, statesman, and 
Tftwyer, the American people hate heard much. 
fle has been long known at the bar and in the 
councils of the nation, as one in whom every 
American must feel a pride. Emerging from com- 
parative obscurity, he has, like most of his coun* 
tryntei^ who have acquired distinction, reached the 
** vantage ground" he now holds in the estimation 
of the people, by the almost unaided e^orts of his 
i6wn powerful mind — thus furnishing a sp^endid ex- 
ample of the success of industry and talent, in a na- 
tion where talent and industry, if properly dh-ected, 
but seldom fail to lead to wealth atid fame. Ther^ 
is something in the very exterior of Mr. Webster 
that is calculated to make a string impression oh 
the beholder : His head is peculiar, and would 
make an admirable study for the phrenologist. 
His features are regular, but there is something in 
his dark and deeply sunk eye, that indicates the 
gigantic grasp and vigorous energies of a powerfill 
mind ; wliile his Shakspearian pile of forehead^ 
his sallow complexion, strongly defined moutb. 
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dark raven hair, and heavy eye brows, present si 
head that no one can contemplate with a feeling 
of indifference. In person, he is about the middle 
size, rather broad across the shoulders, and not^ 
elegantly proportioned. His gait is slow and stea- 
dy, an'd wants elasticity ; and his dress is usually 
plain and in good taste. The prominent traits of 
his mind are acuteness, depth, fertility, and com- 
prehensiveness ; and those of his heart are, recti- 
tude, liberality,- a lofty feeling of independence, 
and a deep sense of what is honorable and just. 
He is not, however, exempt from the appearance 
of pride, blended with haughtiness, which operates, 
in some degree, as a barrier to his popularity, but 
which may originate rather from the abstraction of 
a mind intensely and frequently occupied on mo- 
mentous subjects, than from any real feeling of 
contempt for his fellow men. Mr. Webster is ad- 
mitted to be profound as a jurist and skilful as ^ 
politician. He has read much and thought deeply 
on all questions connected with his profession ; and 
his mind is so constituted as to apply with great 
accuracy the principles of jurisprudence to the 
peculiar case submitted to his judgment. The 
power of his memory, and his habitual research, 
have made him familiar with the decisions of the^ 
highest tribunals of England and America ; and 
though long in public life, and frequently called 
upon to take a prominent part in the discussion of 
the most impdrtant and interesting subjects of le- 
^islation^ he has not opitted to pursue that course 
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of reading and investigation which is so essential 
to eminence at the bar. Nor while thus employed 
has he neglected to make himself intimately ac- 
quainted with the history of the legislation of his 
country, and the necessary operation of the^licy 
of the government on its prosperity and happiness. 
With a mind thus gifted by nature, and enriched 
by study and reflection, it would be a matter of 
surprise, if he did not stand forth *' proudly emi- 
nent" among his<Gountrymen. Mr. Webster mar- 
shals his arguments with the skill of an experienced 
general, and pushes them forward in masses and 
solid columns till all resistance is vain, and the 
eonquest is achieved ; or, like the hunter, he draws 
his net closer and closer, till the prey is completely 
enclosed. His mind seems to expand by the in- 
troduction of a new thought, like the successive 
circles of a lake, moved by a pebble. He sup- 
ports his positions not only by the force of logical 
truth, but by all the aids which experience and 
historical facts can fiirnish, and the natural and 
moral world is ransacked for the most striking and 
apposite illustrations. His eloquence is charac- 
terised by vigor, simplicity, and power ; he seldom 
indulges in any extravagant bursts of oratory, or 
attempts any fine flourishes of rhetoric. On ordi- 
nary occasions his style is plain and simple, and 
scarcely rises above the common level of colloquial 
ease ; while at the same time he pours out masses 
of thought, that overwhelm by their force, if they 
do not dazzle by their brilliancy. In his extem- 
7#. 
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poraneous efforts, and these are by far the most 
frequent, he does not seem desirous to make a dis^ 
play, or to figure merely as an cwator, but mows 
steadily forward, piling argument upon argument, 
and heaping thought upon thought, suljecto Pelio 
Ossam, till he reaches the conclusion he has pro- 
posed, and has convinced, as he belieres, the minds 
of those he is addressing. There is, I think, 
much more of judgment than imagination in Mr. 
Webster. He has been so long used to the exer- 
cise of the former, that he deems the employment 
of the latter unnecessary, if it ever existed to a suf- 
ficient extent to render it a useful auxiliary ; and 
his memory, from the want of practice or of taste, 
though it may serve him in that particular vocation 
to which he has been called, sometimes fails him 
when he desires its aid to illustrate or embellish by 
a happy quotation from the poet, historian, or orator. 
His temperament is not poetical, nor is his mind 
imaginative. He throws out no pictures that can 
be admired for their beauty or magnificence ; but 
there are occasional passages in his speeches, of 
«plendid declamation, which will always be read 
6r heard with admiration. Mr. Webster partakes 
more of Demosthenes than Cicero ; and resembles 
Fox more than Sheridan. He has the vehemence 
and strength of the former, but wants the epigram- 
matic point and imagery of the latter, His mind 
is naturally logical, and has not been impaired by 
the sophistry of the bar. It analyses every subject 
presented to it, and if it be of such a nature as to 
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require great depth and research, the operations 
of his mind, it is said, are so intense and unre- 
mitted, that his complexion becomes darker and 
more bilious, and thus indicates the importance 
and magnitude of the question he is investigating. 
It is not often, however, that he is called upon 
thus to exercise his great powers. Occasionally 
in the Senate, but more frequently ,at the bar of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, he throws 
out his whole strength, and exhibits the full range, 
depth, clearness, and power, of his magnificent in- 
tellect. This was eminently the case in the great 
debate during the last session, on Mr. Foot's reso- 
lution. On that question Mr. W. gave one of the 
finest specimens of his eloquence — a specimen 
which has not been surpassed in any country, . 
and which will be preserved and admired by suc- 
ceeding ages as much as it can be by the present. 
Mr. Webster's style is plain but vigorous, occasion- 
ally rising to splendor, but usually unadorned. 
His voice is good, but wants variety of tone for 
brilliant effect ; and his action is easy and appro- 
priate.* Though he may not be a poet, he is 
nevertheless ♦ 

Ingenium cui sit, cut mens divinior aXqae os 

Magna sonkoram. 

♦ A very correct and weU-written sketch of Mr, W. 
haa been recently .given in a work lately published, and 
attributed to the pen of Mr. Knapp. 
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THEODORE FRELIKGHUYSEN. 

Mr. F. is between 40 and 50 years of age. His 
countenance, though graTe, possesses much sweet- 
ness, is often lighted up with the smile of benevo- 
lence, and indicates great seni^bility. The last was, 
it is believed, the second session he had served in 
the Senate of the United States, and though it was 
one in which the highest intellectual elOforts were 
called into exertion, he did not fall behind the most 
gifted, in the conflict of mind which was then exhi- 
bited. Mr. F.'s views are patriotic, benevolent, 
and enlarged ; animated by the spirit of philan- 
thropy, and guided by the dictates of a sound 
judgment, he is always found on the side of the 
oppressed and persecuted ; and always the advo- 
cate of the true interests of his country. Called 
out by the natural feelings of his heart, and im- 
pelled by a strong sense of duty, he entered into 
the discussion of one of the most important and 
interesting subjects of legislation which has for 
many years been submitted to the consideration of 
Congress, and displayed an acuteness of penetra- 
tion, a depth of feeling, and a power of eloquence, 
which have elevated him to a high rank among 
the orators and statesmen of his country. The 
Indian question was one in which he felt a deep 
interest, and on which he brought to bear all the 
energies of a vigorous and cultivated raimd. The 
subject was adapted to the nature of his eloquence, 
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and he did ample justice to it. There are in Mr. 
Frelinghuysen, a zeal and earnestness that give 
great effect to what he says, and a mellowness and 
plaintiveness in his tones which harmonize finely 
with the pathos of the subject on which his elo- 
quence is employed. His voice has, perhaps, too^ 
much of uniformity in its intonations, but it falls 
agreeably upon the ear, is listened to with plea- 
sure, and its effect would be wonderful, if it were 
modulated with more art, and made to suit the 
particular sentiment which the speaker feels. 
With the questions on which Mr. Frelinghuysen 
speaks, he previously makes himself well acquaint- 
ed, and never comes unprepared to elucidate, am- 
plify, and enforce, the various topics to be discus- 
sed. He thinks profoundly and justly on whatever 
he attempts (o handle, and employs with great 
judgment the labors of others as well as his own^ 
to develope and enlighten whatever may be dark, 
obscure, or intricate. But the most distinguished 
excellence of this gentleman is the exquisite moral 
and religious tone which he infuses into and which 
breathes through all he utters. Every one who 
listens admits its power, and feels that he is listen* 
ing to one whose heart is deeply imbued with reli- 
gious purity and truth. Mr. F. does not often 
employ his imagination. His mtnd is more logical 
than poetical ; he prefers reasoning to embellish- 
ment ; and endeavors to convince rather than de- 
light. His style is chaste, and occasionally orar 
torical ; and bis action easy and appropriate. Tbe^ 
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correctness of his Tiews, the soundness of hii 
judgment, and the sincerity of his heart, give to 
all he says such impressiveness and effect, that he 
never rises at his iseat that he does not claim the 
undivided attention of the body of which he is a 
hiember. In short, his talents and virtues tendei' 
him an honor to his Sttite and a:n ornament to his 
country. 



JOHN M. CLAYtOlUr. 

Mr. C. is abdtit fdrty y^alrs of age. Bib fdrm in 
above the middle size, robust, but not very miiscU'^ 
lar. His features are regular ; his eye dark, bat 
toil; his eom^xion uncommonly fait; and bk 
hair just beginning to be sprinkled with i^e snows 
of age. Like Mr. Barton^ he made his splendid 
ddmt in the Senate during the last session of Con* 
gross, and electrified the grave body of which he 
is a member, by the power of his eloquence. Ha 
might have been, as he no doubt was, distinguish* 
ed in his native State, but he was still '* unknown 
to fkme'^ in the political world, and therefore his 
magnificent e^rt excited them^re admiration as it 
was the less expected. His speech on Mr. Foot's 
resolution may be ranked next to Mr. Webster's on 
that question. In chastity of diction, classical pu* 
rity of style, felicity and elegance of thought, and 
beauty of compositioti, it has been seldom surpass^ 
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ed by the parliamentary orators of our country. 
Mr. Clayton is not less conspicuous for judgment 
than imagination. He not only reasons with great 
logical power, but gives to his reasoning the - 
charms of ornament, and arrays his conceptions in 
language sometimes figurative, and almost always* 
beautiful. His style possesses a polish, ease, and 
gracefulness, which render it not only pleasing to 
the ear, but agreeable in the closet. It is graceful 
without being elaborate, and polished without being , 
recJierche. As an illustration, I give the following 
beautiful passage from the speech to which I have 
referred : 

" It has been said, and I believe truly, that we 
can never fall without a struggle ; but in the con- 
test with such a man, thus furnished by ourselves 
with ' ail the appliances and means to boot' against 
us, we must finally sink. For a time our valleys 
will echo with the roar of artillery, and our moun- 
tains will ring with the reports of the rifle. The 
storm of civil war will howl fearfully through the 
land, from the Atlantic border to the wildest re- 
cesses of the West, covering with desolation every 
field which has been crowned with verdure by the 
culture of freemen, and now resounding with the 
echoes of our happiness and industry. But the 
tempest must subside and be succeeded by the 
deep calm and sullen gloom of despotism — after 
which the voice of a freeman shall never again be 
heard within our borders, unless in the fearful and 
suppressed whispers of the traveller from some 
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distant land, who shall visit the scene of our de- 
struction to gaze in sorrow on the nelancholy 
tuin." 

Mr. Clayton's reasoning is distinguished for its 
htcidus ardo ; his arguments are consecutive, and 
' arranged wi(h great clearness. He deals but lit- 
tle in sophistry, never attempts the epigrammatic, 
ftnd is more anxious to produce conviction than 
to excite admiration. In the m^st extensive range 
of investigation, he never loses sight of the goal 
he has in view, and never suffers the warmth of 
his imagination or the ardor of his feelings to lead 
him from the point at which he aims* When he 
draws upon his imagination or his memory, it is 
only to gild the shaft, to give it more splendor and 
effect. His urbanity and courtesy in debate, even 
amidst the intemperance of party warfare, are 
striking and uniform. He never allows himself to 
be thrown off his poise, or to descend to incivility 
or rudeness, however strong the temptation, and 
always exhibits the deportment and feelings of a 
gentleman, whatever may be the provocation or the 
excitement. To a commanding person, he unites 
an agreeable voice, and an appropriate gesticula- 
tion ; though the one is not sufficiently varied, nor 
the other regulated by art. Indeed, Mr. C. is a 
^man of whom any country might well be proud, 
and from whom his own cannot long withhold the 
honors due to his distinguished merit. 
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Mr. Randolph has been long in the councils of 
his country, and long distinguished as an orator. 
He commenced his parliamentary career at an early 
age, and soon displayed those talents and that pe- 
culiar species of eloquence which have thrown 
around his name so much brilliancy. His mind 
appears to have been precocious, and to have at- 
tained maturity too soon to warrant great expecta- 
tions of permanent excellence and usefulness. He 
was for upwards of thirty years a member of the 
House of Representatives, and for some time one 
of the most brilliant and popular orators it con- 
tained. But either from disappointed ambition, or 
the peculiar bent and eccentricity of his mind, he 
unfortunately, if not imprudently, aberrated too 
soon from the course which would have insured 
continued fame, as well as promotion under our 
government. Like Alexander the Great, he isighed 
for more conquests, and endeavored to raise up a 
new party, which failed, and he sunk under the 
ruins he had himself created. Mr. R. was never, 
' however, distinguished for great power and force of 
reasoning, and in close and accurate analysis 
was almost always defective. The feebleness of 
his health,' ah^fffCT frailties of his body, have con- 
tributed to affcet his temper, and to render him 
somewhat ascetic and petulant. His invective is 
terrible, and his sarcasm keen and overwhelming. 
Full of caprice and eccentricities, you kpow not 
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when, or against whom, his deadly shaft is to be 
levelled, and the hearer is sometimes surprised to. 
find tKe flaming sword sev.ering the bones and 
marrow of friend .as well as foe. His style is 
chaste and polished: — his language always the most 
select and appropriate, and his images, figures, 
and quotations, are big with meaning, and their 
application striking and felicitous. His pronun- 
ciation is founded upon that of the best models of 
England^ and remarkable for its correctness. He 
is never at a loss for a word, and the word he se- 
lects is always the one which should have bee» 
chosen, and no. other. His declamation is s<»ne- 
times splendid, and always elegant. 

Mr. Randolph's reading is extensive, his tasta 
classical, and his knowledge of history, especial- 
ly British history, profound, minute, and accu- 
rate. He oflen makes the most apt and happy 
quotations, and exhibits analogies which, perhaps, 
no one else would have thought of; but which he 
renders striking, and forcible. His associations 
are, however, slight, and he thus becomes occa- 
sionally excursive and exceedingly erratic ; but in 
the midst of his wildest aberrations, he scatters 
around him flowers so beautiful, that very few are^ 
offended at his devious wanderings, and follow 
him with pleasure wherever he cbc»#^9»to lead them. 
He never loses a good thought, cr a fine image, 
that may occur to him either in conversation or 
solitude, " but treasures it up in the volume of his 
brain," till it may be wanted, and he never &ils to^ 
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ftt it out when he hft^ an op{K>rtumty. His iiiveo 
tire, like the deaidly siroc, withers every thing it 
sweeps across, and his opponent is sure to quail 
and shiver beneath its touch. His sarcasms are 
barbed with the most deadly acrimony, and the bit* 
terness of his feehngs indicates a ferocious and 
rai8amh)K>pic character. He indulges more in 
satire than logic, more in invective than reason** 
ing ; but there is a fkscination about him, as an 
orator, that f^w can or are wilting to resist. His 
very nlence is sometimes speaking and elo- 
quent, and the bare motion of his finger or his 
head often conveys as much meaning as the most 
finished or elaborate sentence. But between his 
delivered and published speeches, there is a vast 
difference. In the latter, you lose that charm by 
which yon are bound when you listen to what he 
utters : the attitude, gesticulation, emphasis, action, 
aref one. The skeleton is left, but the spirit has 
fled ; the body is there, but the soul is no more. 
To judge of Mr. R. as an orator, you must hear 
him, or rather you must have heard him, when his 
mind was in the plenitude of its power, and his 
imagination luicurfating in the delicious images of 
youth and pdetty. Burke seems to be his model, 
«nd Shakspeare his constant companion. Firom 
both he draws largely, and with the latter he is as 
ftimiliar as Alexander wks with the work« of the 
immortal Homer. But Mr. R.'s mind and habife 
are wholly averse from the necessary routine and 
Aetails of business. Tjie mere labors of legislaiioo 
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are not suited to his temper or inteUeet, and both 
as a member of a committee and the Hoase, he is 
almost wholly inefficient. 

Mr. R. is tall, meagre, and badly formed. Hu^ 
eye is black and piercing ; his complexion sallow 
and cadaverous; his hair smoothed down on his 
head, and tied in a cue ; and his voice, though of 
no great compass, is uncommonly clear and dis- 
tinct. He is remarkable for his eccentricity, and . 
eccentricity has been justly denominated a species 
of derangement. He has recently been appointed 
'Minister to Russia, but what figure he will make 
in this new character, or what benefits he will ren- 
der to the nation, time will soon determine. It 
has been considered by those who know Mr. R. 
as a rather extraordinary appointment, and one not 
at all calculated to add to his own fame or the repu- 
tation of his country. 



I^ITTLETOX W. TAZEWELL. 

Mr. Tazewell held for many years the first rank 
at the bar of his native State. He is an able law- 
yer, and well versed in all the^ learning connected 
with his profession. His mind has been discifdin^ 
ed at the bar, and possesses all the subtilty^ acute- 
Bess, and sophistry, which the legal profession is 
too apt to produce. By l||s habit of subtilizing, 
Mr. T. has^ I think> impaired the power of inlet- 
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feotual disorimination. ^ Of him it may be empha* 
tically said, that he can '' make the worse appear 
the better cause ;" and this power he exercises 
with so much force, ingenuity, and skii], that it 
requires no little reflection, and some analysis, to 
detect the sophistry he has employed, or the er- 
rors of logic into which he has fallen. It is a pity 
80 fine a mind should have been injured by a prac- 
tice «o little suited to invigorate the jtidgment, 
whatever may be its tendency to sharpen the facul- 
ties. The habitual practice of indiscriminately 
defending the right and wrong, may brighten, but 
does not strengthen the mind, because the inven- 
tion, and not the judgment, is most generally em- 
ployed ; and though fertility may be the result, it 
is not always accompanied by correctness of de- 
duction or accuracy of decision. Had Mr. Taze- 
well been trained in the school of legislation, in- 
stead of law, he would unquestibnably have been 
*one of the brightest luminaries this country has 
produced. He possesses an intuitive quickness of 
perception and comprehensiveness of intellect, 
that would have given him, in the opinion of his 
countrymen, as elevated a standing as a legislator 
and statesman, as he now holds as a civilian and 
advocate. But having belonged to a party that 
has not been held in high estimation in his native 
State, it was his destiny to be excluded, till recent- 
ly, from the councils of the nation, and he has 
been obliged to revolve in a sphere of usefulness 
ipuch more contracted and less suited to the exer- 
8* 
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cise of the natire powers of bis mind. As all ora- 
tor, Mr. T.'s diction is plain, but vigorous ; bi» 
elocution flowing and easy ; his voice full-tcmed 
and finely modulated, and his action appropriate 
and good. He is tall and stately in his person, and 
bis countenance is strongly marked, and indicative 
of the workings of passion. He is altogether a 
remarkable man, and perhaps a fair exemplifica- 
tion of the Virginian character. He is high-- 
minded and honorable, blending a feeling of 
aristocracy with that of republicanism ; magnifi^ 
cent in his notions, yet simple in his habits ; pas* 
sionately attached to his native State, yet loving 
the other citizens of his country ; clanish, yet libe- 
ral ; refining, yet practical ; seeking fame, yet not 
neglecting wealth ; proud, but not oppressive ; 
haughty, but not overbearing. He is now upwards 
of sixty years of age, and has reached the zenith 
of his fame. Time has silvered his locks, and 
age has wrinkled his brow, but his voice and his 
motion still denote a healthy body and a vigorous 
constitution. As a legislator, he has left no re- 
cord of his wisdom, and no monument which 
will transmit his name to posterity. 



ROBERT Y. HAYN£. 

This gentleman is from the South, and belongs 
to the Jackson party. He is about forty years 
of age; his countenance is prepossessing and 
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agreeable, and his form compact and well pro- 
portioned. He has been a Senator for some 
years, and is as distinguished for his urbanity as 
his talents. His temper is warm, and bis feelings 
ardent and generous. He is an orator of no com- 
mon excellence. His mind is fruitful and affluent; 
his imagination vigorous, and his judgment correct* 
He reasons with a good deal of power, and wields 
the weapons of logic with much skill and effect. 
The polish and elegance which distinguish him, 
are always calculated to please ; and while 
wrestling with his opponent, he displays so 
much courteousness, that all asperity is lost, and 
nothing like bitterness or mortification is felt. He 
casts upon the subject he is discussing, the light of 
a luminous mind, and concentrates and varies and 
sports with its rays so elegantly, that the listener 
cannot but be delighted with the charm he wields. 
He has, however, embarked in a career that is not 
likely to conduct him to greatness, apd the notions 
and opinions which he and the school of politi- 
cians to which he belongs, entertain, are not those 
which will harmonize with the convictions and 
sentiments of the great majority of his countrymen. 
But whatever may be his errors of opinion, or the 
warmth and obstinacy with which he supports 
them, no one can deny him knowledge, eloquence, 
and genius. He stands deservedly at the head of 
his party in the Senate,^nd was the only opponent 
during the last session, the giant of the North 
deigned to enter the arena to contend with. 
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JOHN FORSYTH.* 

Mr. Forsyth is a young man, of handsome per- 
son and agreeable manners; he seems to be about 
thirty-five years of age ; his countenance possesses 
a great deal of sweetness and benignity, is very 
prepossessing and very regular. He has, like 
most of the members of the American Congress, 
been educated for the bar, at which he has prac-. 
tised for some years, with considerable success. 
He received his education in the seminary of which 
Mr. Crawford was usher ; and first distinguished 
himself in a case of impeachment instituted by 
the Legislature of Georgia against the Commis-^ 
sioners employed to dispose of some public lands 
belonging to that State. On this occasion, though 
but a stripling, he displayed much ability, and 
acquired no little reputation. It was the means of 
making him known through his native State, and 
of bringing him into public life as a member of the 
great national council. The practice of the law 
has, therefore, for the present, been relinquished, 
either from necessity or inclination. Legislation, 
however, seems to be better adapted to his habits 
and feelings, and it is scarcely probable he will 
ever return to his profession, if he should be so for- 
tunate as to succeed in the difficult and arduous / 
duties of a politician and statesman, in which he 
is now engaged. I .think Mr. Forsyth has some 

* This sketch was written in 1817, and published in 
tJie " Letters from Washington." 
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ambition, and is solicitous to render himself con- 
s][)icuou8 in political life. His talents are by no 
kneans of an ordinary character, and were he to 
devote more of his time to the improvement of his 
mind, and the acquisition of that various and ge- 
neral knowledge so essential to a statesman, he 
. would have but few superiors in this country. I 
, think him a fine and sometimes an eloquent speak- 
er; his voice is harmonious, and susceptible of 
great modulation, but not sonorous or powerful. 
He wants impetuosity and vehem^fee, but sup- 
plies this deficiency by a constant, regular, and 
uninterrupted flow, which resembles a stream 
where no rocks arise or projections intervene to 
disturb the gentle motion of its current.- His style 
is not figurative or ornamented, but sufficiently 
flowing and oratorical to gratify the ear and please 
' the mind. I believe duinctilian and Longinna 
have asserted, that revolutions and republics al- 
ways produced great orators. This is unquestion- 
ably true ; but the speakers of this country do not 
seem to cultivate oratory as an art, and its artifi- 
•ial embellishments and elegancies are therefore 
somewhat neglected. Habit has given the public 
speakers and decl aimers of this country a facility 
of speech and a rapidity and ease of elocution, 
with which they seem to rest satisfied, and make 
no farther effort to attain the sublimity and eleva- - 
tlpn of true eloquence. Mr. Forsyth is more of a 
debater than an orator; his elocution flows, but 
never gushes ; his phraseology is not tastefully se? 
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lected or artftilly ananged ; his dedactioiuB are not 
always conchisiTte, nor his sof^bktry xngeniom ; he 
Wants the '' dazzling fence of argnment," the epi- 
grammatic point, and the graceful antithesis, which 
may be noticed in Grattan and the Irish orators; 
but still Mr. Forsyth is capable of excellence, and 
has received from nature those powers which, wiih 
proper polish and cultivation, would conduct him 
to a niche in the temple of immortality. 

Mr. For^^ has continued ever since the above 
was written, in public life. He was, soon after its 
appearance, made Senator of the United States; 
then Minister to Spain ; afterwards Governor of 
his native State ; and is again a Senator from 
'Georgia. He is devoted to party, and ambitious 
of high station and political eminence. But he 
has yet to learn that each is but 

A proud mendicant, it boasts and begs : 
It begs an alms of homage from the throng. 
And oft the throng denies its charity. 

SHAKSPBAas. 

Popular favor is butr a transient bauble, and 
every politician will experience its emptiness. He 
who prostitutes talent, or E(acrifices private friend- 
ship at the shHne of ambition, may live to repent 
his folly in bitterness of spirit, and learn too late 
that he has followed a shadow and left the sub- ^ 
stance behind, and that his idol has been a glitter- 
ing meteor, radiant and glorious to the vision, but 
hollow and worthless to the touch. 
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EDWARD LiIVINGSTOK. 

Mr. Livingston, thougl^ now upwards of seventy 
years of age, still retains the powers of tnind which 
distinguished him in the maturity of life. He is 
tail, thin, and but little bent by age. His step is 
stiH firm and elastic, and nothing seems to have 
failed him but his vision, the deficiency of which is 
supplied by a lens suspended from his neck, which 
he uses instead of spectacles. Mr. L. has been 
long known as a lawyer and civilian of the first 
rank. The famous batture question, in whi^h he 
was opposed by the illustrious Jefferson, gave him 
a notoriety which his subsequent conduct has not 
tended to diminish. His Louisiana Code^ the re- 
sult of profound knowledge and laborious investi- 
gation, has been adopted in all the courts of that 
State ; and his researches in this branch of science,- 
and his labors in codification, like those of Jeremy 
Bentham, have been profound and indefatigable. 
He has been recently, it is believed, engaged in 
preparing a criminal code for the District of Co- 
lumbia, which is certainly much wanted, and which 
Congress will no doubt adopt as a substitute for the 
wretched system of criminal jurisprudence which 
now prevails in this District. Mr. Livingston is a 
gentleman of extensive reading and great attain- 
ments. He is acquamted with the ancient and 
most of the modern languages, which has opened 
to him the treasures those languages contain. A^ 
a legislator and lawyer, he stands deservedly high. 
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Though a septuagenarian, his mind is still acute, 
subtle, and discriminating, and no evidence as yet 
appears of a decay of intellectual power. His 
speeches are elaborate, recherche, and ingenious, 
often indeed as much intended to convince him- 
self as his hearers, and perhaps bordering too close- 
ly on the sophistry of the bar. His written are, 
however, better than his oral speeches ; for in the 
former he endeavors to polish the style and elabo- 
rate the argument, to meet the public eye and to 
sustain his reputation, while in the latter he seems 
to be more careless and indifferent. Mr. L. is not 
very fluent ; he pauses and hesitates too freqdently, 
and his enunciation, from the loss of his teeth, is 
somewhat indistinct, and his voice too low. He is 
listened to more for the matter than the manner, 
which is nevertheless not disagreeable. He evinces 
a liberality and fairness in the discussion of a sub- 
ject, which are always felt and appreciated, and. 
which render him at all times an honorable oppo-^ 
nent. Mr. Livingston's mind has not been exclu- 
sively applied to political and legal subjects ; it has 
been occasionally refreshed at the Pierian fount, 
and enriched by the treasures of literature. He 
does not, like Brougham, relax his faculties by de- 
monstrating a mathematical proposition, but by_ 
dipping into the scenes of Shakspeare, Alfieri, or 
Voltaire. He has not yet outlived his reputation, 
though it is somewhat diminished, and has sunk 
from the '' high and palmy state" it had once at- 
tained. Age has impaired the vigor of his imagi- 
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I nation, but has not damped the native ardor of his 

feelings. Though he'has outlived the phantasies 

i of life, its vapid realities do not seem to have les- 

sened his attachment to the world. Perhaps the 
experience of seventy years may now induce him 
to feel, in the language of Petrach, 

** Che quanto piace al mondo e breve sogno.*' 

If it do not, the conflicts of party rancor, the 
vicissitudes of fortune, and the sickening vanities 
of the world, have been experienced in vain, and 
life has not been to him a school of wisdom, but a 
scene of successive and uninterrupted enjoyments, 
not ** stale, dull, and unprofitable,'' but redolent of 
joy, radiant with hope, and teeming with pleasure. 



JOSIAH S. JOHNSTOX. 

Mr. Johnston has been in Congress for several 
years, and a member of both branches of the Na- 
tional Legislature. He is not less conspicuous 
as a legislator than as a gentleman. He has all 
the intelligence necessary to constitute the one, 
and all the propriety of action and the urbanity and 
courtesy of manners which form the other. As 
a statesman, his views are liberal and just, always 
supporting those principles which he conceives 
to be the best calculated to promote the great inte« 
rests of his country, and always ready to defend the 
cause of truth and humanity. Though his course 
9 
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while in public life has not been marked by its splen* 
dor, it may be traced by its nsefulness. It is not 
his ambition to figure as a politician, or to attain 
high political rank. He esteems it the highest 
honor to be the representative of a free people, and 
to discharge the daties of his station in such a 
manner as to merit their approbation, while he re- 
tains his own; and he covets neither place nor 
power. His talents and information have been so 
justly appreciated that he has generally been plac- 
ed on the most important committees, to which he 
is always deemed a valuable accession. His mind 
possesses considerable acumen, and does not want 
depth or comprehensiveness. His expositions are 
clear and satisfactory, and he sometimes concen- 
trates his rays of light so strongly, that the obscur- 
est parts of what he is handling become luminous. 
As a speaker, he wants fluency, but possesses 
force ; and as a politician, his conduct is fair and 
honorable. 



OATID BARTON. 

This gentleman is short of stature, but erect and 
well proportioned. His gait, like his enunciation, 
is slow and sedate, and his countenance is grave, 
with a spice of satire running through its linea- 
ments. His eye is gray and expressive, and his 
mouth peculiarly prim and eloquent. Till the last 
session of Congress, his talents were not fully 
known or appreciated. He occasionally made a 
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speech which was admired for its power and intel- 
ligence, but his retiring manners and melancholy 
moqd seldom allowed him to make a display of 
those talents with which he is gifted. He seemed 
to seek no distinction, and pursued the ''even te* 
nor of his way" almo^ unnotieed and unknown, 
till the peculiar nature of the great question intro- 
duced into the Senate by Mr. Foot called him out, 
and gave him an opportunity to exhibit those pow- 
ers with which he is endowed. There was some- 
thing original in the manner in which ho handled 
the subject under discussion ; and all were surpris- 
ed at the keenness of his invective and the pungen- 
cy of his satire, because they were unexpected, 
though not uncalled for or undeserved. From the 
general gravity of his manner, no one anticipated 
such a display, and all were struck with the peculiar 
severity and novelty he exhibited. Some oi his sub- 
sequent efforts, during the same session, were more 
argumentative and less caustic, but they still evinc- 
ed a deep feeling of indignatioa against the acts of 
the administration. Mr. Barton's mode of warfare 
is like that of the Indian — he first scalps and then 
tomahawks his adversary. His allusions, though 
somewhat mystical, are nevertheless striking, and 
often felicitous, and his figures are purposely suited 
to the taste of the West, in which he has spent the 
most of his life. His bitterness originates as much 
from his hypochondriacal temperament, as from his 
contempt of folly and his disgust at profligacy. Con- 
vinced of the purity of his motives and the correct- 
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nesa of his views, he is bold, independent, and 
fearless, and marches up to the point of his ene- 
my's sword, without blanching at its aspect, and 
with a determination neither to give nor receive 
quarters. There is another peculiarity in the char 
raoter of Mr. Barton, which should not be omitted. 
With almost repulsive gravity, his " heart is open 
as day to melting charity,'' and he bestows with 
princely munificence where the object is worthy of 
his benevolence, and sometimes, indeed, without 
inquiring whether it be so or not. The saubreqvet 
which has been given him, is one which, from its 
appropriateness, will remain attached to him thro' 
life. '' The Little Red" is one of those individuals 
who are destined to figure in the world, and who 
deserve the distinction they acquire. 



I shall now proceed to give a few brief sketches 
of the distinguished Members of the House of Re- 
presentatives, which, though it has not of late been 
so firuitfiil in talent and eloquence as it once was, 
still contains many who rank high in the scale of 
intellectual power and acquirement. These I shall 
arrange, as I have done those of the Senators, ac- 
cording to States, beginning with Massachusetts. 
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EDWARD EVERETT. 

Mr. Everett has been but a few years a repre- 
sebtative in Congress, and is still but a young man. 
His parliamentary career has been, so far^ as bril- 
liant as his friends could have expected, or as he 
could himself desire. He was preceded by a high 
literary reputation, and his debut on the floor of 
the House did not tend to lessen it. There was 
something splendid and classical in his first speech, 
which excited great attention, and produced plea- 
sure in those who lieard him. Mr. Everett is more 
of an orator than a debater. He has practised in 
the professor's chair, and in the pulpit, till his elo- 
cution has become easy and captivating. On ora- 
tory, as an an, he has bestowed much of his atten- 
tion and labor ; and when the subject suits the pe- 
culiar character of his mind, or the nature of his 
feelings, his declamation is splendid. He throws 
into his voice a pathos and beauty of intonation, 
that render it exceedingly agreeable. Its dulcet 
and mellow cadences, 

" Musical as is Apollo's lute,'* 

fall delightfully upon the ear, and when einployed 
in giving expression to a fine sentiment, a lofly 
conception, or a generous and noble feeling, they 
resemble poetry blended with music, and act upon 
the mind with a charm that no one feels a wish to 
resist. His attitudes, though studied, are easy and 
graceful, while the fire of. his fine hazel eve, and 
9* 
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the expression of his grave but intellectual counte- 
nance, give the most powerful effect to all he ul- 
ters. When Mr. Everett becomes heated with the 
subject, and stimulated by the-gaze of those, around 
him, his declamation is magnificent,' and his elo- 
quence is poured out with so much power, and 
with such propriety and gracefulness of manner, 
that every hearer is delighted, and feels that he is 
addressed by one of no ordinary genius. The 
style of his eloquence, and the peculiar plaintive- 
ness of his voice, are finely adapted to subjects sus- 
ceptible of pathos. Though these are, perhaps, 
better suited to the pulpit than the Senate, they are 
nevertheless attractive everywhere, and give a 
charm to the tone of moral reflection and senti- 
ment in which he occasionally indulges, that every 
one must feel. From his habit of declaiming in 
the pulpit, he is perhaps somewhat too didactic in 
his manner, for the sphere which he now occu- 
pies ; but there is a classical purity and beauty in 
his style and allusions, and a lucidness in his ar- 
rangement, that must give pleasure to every cul- 
tivated mind. Mr. E. is a ripe scholar : he has the 
reputation of being inferior in this respect to none 
in this country, and his general reading has been 
extensive and well digested. He possesses a culti- 
vated taste, a chastened though nbt very vigorous 
imagination, and a judgment at all times accurate 
and discriminating. As a logician, there are some 
of his coadjutors in legislation who surpass him in 
force and ingenuity, but not in clearness and truth 
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of moral deduction, or accuracy of reasoning. The, 
bar has given to some of his associates greater rea-: 
diness and facility in wielding the weapons of logic, 
but they have less range of argument, and less 
beauty of illustration. I have said that Mr. E. is 
less of a debater than an orator, because his incli- 
nations and pursuits having been more literary 
than political, he is not at all times ready to meet 
his opponent, and but seldotn addresses the House 
until he is fully prepared by previous research and 
reflection, and then only when questions of deep 
interest and importance are brought up for discus- 
sion. On minor questions he will not often de- 
scend to speak, and he has not that temper which 
would lead him to deal in invective ^nd bitter sar- 
casm. He treats his opponent with great mildness 
and candor, and reasons with the coolness of a phi- 
losopher, though he sometimes gives vent to indig- 
nant feelings, and on those occasions his bursts of 
oratory are truly splendid. He is far frdm giving 
" to party, what is due to mankind ;" its bicker- 
ings, intemperance, and animosities, do not dis- 
turb the equanimity of his mind, and he meets his 
political adversary in fair and honorable combat, 
and never suffers himself to be thrown from his 
course by violence, indecorum, or want of courlesy. 
It has been said of Mr. Everett, with great proprie- 
ty, as it was said of Goldsmith, ''Nihil tetigit 
quod, non omavit." He handles no subject that 
he does not ornament from the natural and ac- 
quired elegance of his mind. His regular ora- 
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tionsy parliamentary speeches, and his literary es- 
says, all breathe a spirit of philanthropy, a justness 
of thought, a depth of feeling, and a tone of moral 
beauty, which every impartial mind must admire. 
There is however observable in some of his intel- 
lectual efforts, a want of richness of coloring, which 
would indicate that in the cultivation of his judg- 
ment he had too much neglected the exercise of 
Ills imagination. It is not so often employed as it 
luight be with effect, to give richness and splendor 
to his composition, whether prepared in the closet 
or delivered on the rostrum. American orators are 
usually, I think, too dry and didactic ; they confine 
themselves rather too strictly to mere argumenta- 
tion, and will but rarely suffer themselves to sport 
amid the brilliant corruscations of wit, or to use a 
faculty which, under the guidance of a cultivated 
taste, is so well suited to give magnificence and 
beauty to the productions of the mind. 

Mr. Everett, though long devoted to the refined 
and elegant pleasures of literature, to 

" Calm contemplation and poetic ease," 

is nevertheless a man of business, and is among 
the most punctual, regular, and assiduous, in the 
discharge of his parliamentary duties. He is ne- 
ver absent from the House, or from a meeting of a 
committee to which he may belong, unless detain- 
ed by sickness, and is always prompt in bringing 
the business referred to him before the body of 
which he is a member, for its action. Mr. Everett 
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is ambitkms of politicai dktinclioa, which, I doubt 
noty he will attain, from the character of his mind, 
his indttsdr j, aod the extent and variety of his at- 
tainments. JHis patriotism is ardent and his asa- 
diiity unceasing. In the pulpit, the editorial and 
professor's chair, on the rostrum and the floor of 
Congress, he has been e<|^ally conspicuous and 
equally successful. As a reviewer, he has given 
reputation to the literary character of his country, 
and as an orator, he is held in high and merited 
estimation. His style of speaking and writing is 
neat, flowing, and oratorical, and his speeches are 
always listened to and read with edification and 
pleasure. Mr. £. is indeed one in whom, from the 
extent of his acquirements, the superiority of his 
intellect, and his devotion to the cause of truth, of 
letters, and his country, the nation paust feel a just 
and honorable pride. 



JOHN DATIS. 



Mr. Davis is a native of Massachusetts, and has 
been a member of the House of Representatives 
for about six years. He does not often address the 
body to which he belongs ; but when he does, it is 
with great ability and effect. He is sedate, grave, 
and circumspect, reflecting intensely on the sub- 
ject brought up for discussion, and speaking only 
when it is of such a nature as to require the lights 
and energies of superior minds. On such occa- 
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sions he investifates profoondly, prepares himself 
with facts to illustrate and develope, and comes 
forth as a most eloquent and powerful ad?ocate. 

- His mind is capable of constant laborious and in- 
tense application ; is clear, acute, and vigorous ; 
not easily swayed by ingenuity, or led astray by 
feeling; seeking truth, throiigh all the meanders 
of subtlety, and drawing her into light, and pre- 

, senting her in all her native and undisguised love- 
liness. Like the well trained hunter, he is never 
driven from the pursuit of the game by false scents, 
but perseveres, whatever may be the irregularity of 
the course or the obstructtoBS of the way, till he 
brings out the truth, and^ exposes the fallacies of 
those who have endeavored to conceal it. His in- 
formation on the great questions of national policy 

• is. extensive and accurate, and his reasoning solid 
and irresistible. His positions are laid down 
broadly, and demonstrated with clearness. He 
never loiters on the outskirts of his subject, or 
strives to amuse his hearers by pretty conceits or 
idle verbiage. He deals in demonstration, and 
when he brings his proposition to aclose, it is like 
the quod erat demonstrandum of the mathemati- 
cian. Almost every mind is satisfied, or finds it 
difficult, if not impossible, to extract the wedge he " 
has driven in. His speeches are fine specimens 
of practical logic and accurate reasoning, close, 
clear, and conclusive. Mr. D. does not deal much 
in theory ; he is more practical than speculative, 
and bends his whole powers to produce conviction. 
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withoat aimiBg at beanty or splendor of dictio» in 
what he says. His thoughts are ^* apples of gold/' 
but not ** in a net-work of silver." His style is 
plain and unostentatious, and suited to the weight 
and gravity of the subject which he discusses, and 
though correct, is not very flowing or orname0ted. 
His frame is large, and apparently musculous ; his 
countenance grave, and marked by the traces of 
thought, and exhibits great shrewdness and pene* 
tration. As a legislator, :he is vigilant and active, 
always at his post, and always prepared to support 
or resist, by his eloquence or vote, any measure 
which may be introduced into the House that he 
conceives to be conducive or injurious to the inte- 
rests of the nation. 



TRISTAM BVRGES. 

Mr. Burges is about sixty years of age. His 
countenance yet retains the traces of former beauty,, 
his complexion is still fkir, and his eye still ani- 
mated with fire ; age has silvered his locks and 
bent his frame, but has not diminished the native 
energies of his mind, or cooled the ardor of his ^ 
feelings. His imagination is still glowing, and 
still wantons in the luxuriance of its own creations. 
Domestic calamities, and the infirmities of age, 
have mitigated but not diminished the warmth of his 
temperament, or lessened the activity of his mind. 
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There is, indeed, sometking youthful and elastie 
and glowing in its operations, a beautiful blending 
of the luxuriant verdure of spring with the rich 
maturity and abundance of autumn. The ** sear 
and yellow leaf is enclosed in a wreath of rosea, 
and the maxims of age are decorated with the 
flowers ^f poetry. Mr. B. is a man of wealth ; he 
has been, it is said, a professor of elocution in oae 
of the northern colleges,* and is in some degree his 
own teacher. Like all self-taught men, he has read 
much and reflected more. The information he 
possesses has been carefully passed through the 
crucible of his mind, and can be called out when* 
ever it is required. His recollection enables bin 
to call up whatever may be treasured in his memo- 
ry, and he can always give to his facts '' a local 
habitation and a name." Mr. Burges is among 
the few legislators of our country who have not 
made law a profession. The Congress of the Unit- 
ed States contains a large majority of this class of 
men. The legal profession supplies the most 
abundant and best materiel of both Houses. The 
practice of the lalv, however, is not, I tb^nk, exactly 
suited to the character of a legislator or a statesman. 
The bar and the Senate require different qualifica- 
tions and different powers. To be eminent at the 
bar, a strong memory, some subtilty, a good deal of 
sophistry, and a knowledge of jurisprudence, are ge- 
nerally all that are required ; but to be distinguished 
in the chair of stated or the hall of legislation, a 
mind of greater range and comprehensiveness — a 
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more cultivated intellect, and a deeper knowledge 
of human action and human motives are necessary : 
hence it often occurs that those who have become 
eminent at the bar, are far from being the most 
prominent, or the most useful, in the halls of Con- 
gress. It is a new arena to which their previous 
studies and pursuits have rendered them, in some de* 
gree, strangers: and they find it is not enough, from a 
feeling of vanity, or a principle of opposition, to 
make the " worse appear the better cause." They 
must act on a wider field, and operate on a more 
extended range of materials. '* The quirks, and 
quiddities," the sophistry and technicalities of the * 
iaw, are of little avail in a field so extended and 
variegated, as that which a legislative assembly pre- 
sents. The study of jurisprudence as a science, or 
as a branch of liberal education, is unquestionably 
a useful ingredient in the formation of a legislator ; 
but the long and continued practice of the law has a 
tendency, I conceive, to contract the mind to the 
mere exercise of technical subtilties, or to limit it to 
the production of ingenious, though, perhaps, splen- 
did sophisms. The history of the world will prove 
that the most eminent legislators and statesmen have 
not been those who have devoted much of their time 
to the practice of the law. Solon, Lycurgus, and 
Numa, of ancient, and Pitt, Burke, and Fox, of mo- 
dern times, were not lawyers, and, most likely, if 
they had been, would not have reached the glorious 
eminence they attained. The most distinguished 
10 
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'statesmen of this coantry were not those who were 
taken from the bar. Washington, Jefferson, and 
Madison (though the two latter had studied the 
law,) were not professional lawyers. Their minds 
had not been narrowed down by a habitual inter- 
mingling of right and wrong, or warped by a coa« 
strained and constant perversion of moral truths. It 
is not always a fact that this profession expands the 
intellect, and produces habits of reHectioD, though 
the mind is indeed constantly employed ; but it i» 
not in the developement of hidden, or in the pur- 
suit of obvious truths ; on the contrary, it is often 
employed to darken, or pervert them ; and the pro- 
fession has, at best, no greater power than what the- 
investigation of mathematical or abstract metaphy- 
sical subjects will aflbrd. ' 

"The law, says Burke, is not apt, except in per- 
sons happily born, to open and liberalize the mind 
in exactly the same proportion as the other 
sciences." A mind disci[^ined at the bar, instead 
of being strei^thened, is apt to lose its energies^ 
and the habit of incessantly seeking for arguments 
on either side, tends to weaken its powers of dis- 
crimination. Lawyers are^ however, eminently 
useful in legislative assemblies. They are, from the 
nature of their profession, well skilled in the phrase* 
ology, mechanism, and interpretation of law ; and 
can, therefore, give them that finish, efficiency and 
operation, they ought to have. It has, indeed, some- 
times occurred, that statesmen of a high order have 
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heen taken from the bar, but they have been 
men of genius, whose inclinations have led them^ 
and whose reflections have been early direct- 
ed, to those great and interesting subjects, which 
concern the well being of society, and the prosperi- 
ity and happiness of nations. - Their minds have 
«arly taken a political direction, and have not been 
weakened or degraded by exercising them in the 
indiscriminate and constant support of the right and 
the wrong. One of the principal evils resulting from 
, this predilection for jurisprudence as a profession in 
this, as it will be perhaps in all republics, is too great 
a fondness for speaking. The habit of extempora* 
neous oratory acquired at the bar, and the reputa- 
tion irproduces, lead to the too frequent exercise 
of the power of speech, which tends to lessen the 
'Standing of those who yield to it, and to consume 
the time of the body they address. Extemporaneous 
oratory, in which most of the legal gentlemen of 
this country excel, is unquestionably a most invalua- 
ble taiant, and when exercised with proper modera- 
tion, might be employed profitably to its possessor, 
and advantageously to the nation. But nothing can 
be znore puerile and annoying, than a mere logocra- 
cy, where speeches continue to be poured out, long 
after the subject of discussion has ceased to inter- 
est, or to be susceptible of new or additional illustra- 
tion. The nature of our government, will, how- 
ever, always produce this evil, which belongs to, and 
is inherent in, e^ery representative democracy. 
Members will often, eitjier from vanity^ a love ef 
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distinction, or a solicitude to please their constitur 
•nts, be induced to speak longer and more fre- 
quently than they would be disposed to do, under a 
different order of things ; and though they feel, and 
acknowledge the evil of it, they perceive it is one 
that it would be worse than vain to attempt to de- 
stroy, while the motives and causes 1 have mentioir- 
ed continue to operate. 

But to return from this digression. Mr. Burge? 
always throws into the subject which he discusses, 
the spirit and enthusiasm by which he is fifed^ 
and whatever may be its abstract nature, he gives 
it variety by a judicious exercise of the imagina- 
tion, as well as the judgment. He does not con- 
fine himself to mere logi:^ alone, but avails himself 
of the aids of its kindred art, rhetoric, and the 
beauties of elocution, employing a style' figurative 
and ornate, and decorating his subject with the 
pictures of the poet, while he elucidates and en- 
forces it by the lights of history and the book of 
experience. His manner is too warm and vehe- 
ment for his years, but it is not offensive or displeas- 
ing, and the hearer listens till he catches his ea- 
thusiasm and regards his vehemence as appropri- 
ate. Mr. B. is fpnd of declamation, and indulges 
occasionally in satire, which is keen, but genteel. 
There is nothing in it of roughness or vulgarity; 
it is the Damascus blade, and not the scalping 
knife, and though it cuts with great keenness, the 
wound is not rankling. Mr. B. commenced his 
parliamentary career perhaps too late in life to^ b4y 
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4onie an active or efficient debater, and prefers the 
ch?iracter of ah orator, for which his genius, tem- 
perament, and acquirements, better fit him, and kt 
which he aims in most of his oratorical efforts. 
His pohtical views are expansive and enlightened^ 
and party pr^udice is seldom suffered to lead him 
into error, pr to darken the native clearness of his ' 
judgment. His moral is, I believe, equal to his in^ 
tellectual character, and his eloquence has, ther&* 
fore, all the charms of moral beauty, as well as th^ 
force of intellectual excellence. In short, there 
are few men of Mr. B.'s age in this country better 
fitted to adorn the circles of domestic life, or to give 
splendor to the sphere of political action. The 
vanities of the world have lost their hold upon him« 
but he still feels the stimulus of ambition, " the last 
infirmity of noble minds.'' It is' not, however, the 
ambition which leads to the attainment of rank or 
place, but that which conducts to intellectual and 
moral eminence. This he has reached, and thiif 
forms the ultima thule, the last boandary of his 
earthly wishes and expectations. 



HCNRV R. BTORRS. 

Mr. Storrs is a member of the House of Repre-* 

«6nutives, and has been a Representative fVom 

N^w York .for several years. In his person, he-is 

above the mtddte aize» weU-fbrmed^ but rather 

10* 
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'^ fiit than bard beseems." His face is MI and 
fleshy; his eye small, and defective in vision^ 
which renders it necessary for him to use spiecta- 
des. He is, I beiieve/ a native of Comecteiit, 
between forty and fifty years of age, and has re* 
sided in New York for many years. As a debater^ 
be has bat few equals, and his eloquence, when he 
is in the humor to employ it, and the subject is of 
sufficient importance to call it forth, is almost prr^ 
sistible. His elocution is easy, aifd agreeable ; he 
moves forward without hesitation ; his style is neat 
and flowing, and sometimes ornamental ; and his 
gesture appropriate, and graceful. In answering 
the arguments of his opponent, he throws aside the 
rubbish which has been cast around them, and 
' brushes away the cobwebs of sophistry in which 
they have been involved— exposes their fallacy and 
weakness — ^pours around his own such a flood of 
light, and maintains their correctness and truth with 
such ingenuity and force, that few who hear him 
•an refuse their assent to the justness of his conclu- 
sions, or are able, if willing, to resist the power of 
his logic, and the force of his eloquence. He 
speaks, as if without premeditation, and the House 
is often surprised at the light he diffuses, and the 
Information he displays. There is nothing, how- 
ever, in Mr. S.'s style of eloquence very brilliant-^ 
he does not often use many of the embellishments 
of rhetoric. The power he seems to exercise it 
that of geniue cultivated to a certain extent; but 
without stooping to avail i^lf of the assistance o^ 
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art. Like Burke, he is always prepared, because, 
like him, he reflects much ; and though, from his 
general habits, what he says h&s the appearance of 
being extemporaiieous, he nevertheless thinks deep- 
ly on all subjects which are to present themselves 
for discusBicm, or are connected with the general 
objeelB of legislation. Mr. S. is therefore seldom 
at a loss, and never betrays any ignorance of the 
subject he may be called upon to discuss; and so 
great is the afBuence of his mind that he pours out 
arguments with a profusion, and employs illustra- 
tions, with an aptitude and skill, that none can lis* 
ten to him without astonishment and pleasure. 

Mr. Storrs is a lawyer, and has all the acuteness 
and ingenuity which the practice of that profession 
is apt to produce, but his habits are indolent, and 
his temperament hypochondriacal, and it is bat 
seldom he is sufficiently roused to come out in his 
full strength. When he does, there are few that 
can conquer him in intellectual combat. Of Mr. 
S. it may be said, in the language of Burke, ''his 
style of argument is neither trite or vulgar, nor 
subtle and abstruse ; he always hits the House just 
between ioind and water. ^^ With more firmness and 
decision of character, he would have a more de- 
cided influence, and if his ambition or his industry 
were equal to his genius, there is perhaps none 
that would take a higher stand in the opinion and 
esteem of bis countrymen. 
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GEORGE M'DIJFFIE. 

This gentleman has acquired a high reputation, 
and certainly not an unmerited one, in the political 
world. He is still young, not being more than 35 
years of age, and ranks among the first in the na* 
tion in all that constitutes intellectual superiority. 
Like Webster, he affords another example of the 
success of genius and industry unaided by family 
influence or wealth. Mr. M'Duffie has risen, it is 
said, from humble beginnings, and perhaps has 
ffelt too warmly and sensibly for his interest, the 
noble principle of gratitude. His genius was early 
discovered and appreciated by one who, by extend- 
ing to him his patronage and friendship, has exer* 
eised an influence over him which it is thought 
has in some degree cast a shade upon his future 
{>ro!9pects and lessened his political standing. He 
belongs to the southern school of politics, which 
may have some distinguished proselytes, but is not, 
I think, destined to spread its principles extensive^ 
ly, or soon to becotne triumphant or successful in 
this country. He had acquired a merited reputa- 
tion by his abilities, and his course, during a part 
of the session of 18^*30^ had exalted him in the 
estimation of his political friends and opponents. 
It was marked and approved by all ; but he was not 
satisfied — recklessly dashed the cup ftom his lipS, 
and by one false step lost in some degree the rank 
which he held in the minds of his countrymen as 
a legislator and a statesman. Nothing can, how- 
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-ever, impair his reputation for ability. His talents 
and eloquence are not to be questioned. His 
mind is acute, discriminating and powerful. He 
labors incessantly, and when his passions and pre^ 
judices have no excitement, his intellectual opera- 
tions are not only vigorous, but successful. He 
confines himself to no particular mode of reason- 
ing ; it is sometimes synthetic and sometimes ana- 
lytic. His arguments are arranged with great 
clearness, and presented with force. His views 
are sometimes original and occasionally splendid. 
He is ingenious, and oflen makes up for the want 
of information on any particular subject by his in- 
genuity. Like Mr. Webster, he is a business 
speaker ; he reasons like a man of business, and 
strives to satisfy the judgment, without appearing 
desirous to seize upon the imagination. He is stu- 
dious and reserved,^ and devotes his time and at- 
tention to the business of the House, and that of 
the committees of which he may be a member, 
with unceasing assiduity. As a speaker, he is 
fluent, argumentative, and vehement. His manner, 
however, is rather ungraceful, and the vehemence 
of his gesture, instead of giving impressiveness to^ 
tends to lessen the power of his eloquence. His 
action is too uniform and violent ; his right arm is 
drawn back and thrust forward with energy, as if 
he was hurling the truth at the Speaker, which 
gives him the appearance of a pugilist in the act 
of striking his antagonist a blow. His voice too 
wants power and modulation ; he cannot regulate 
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ks cad^ices, or adapt its toues to the sentiment ho 
utters. But what he says comes with great foroe 
and effect ob the miad. He moves along with 
fluency, and declaims with vehemence. Hs rea« 
soniog is often solid and always ingenious; hiii 
sarcasm is keen, aed his satire biting. He has an 
earnestness and fire about him, that give to all ho 
aays the appearance of sincerity and the force of 
truth. He does not dislike ornament, and his ima« 
gination is sometimes caQed upon fbr images, and 
his memory for illustrations, which are often a{^[)0- 
site and felicitous. Possessing the warmth of feel- 
ing common to the $outh, he is occasionally, per- 
haps, too intemperate in language, and extravagant 
in sentiment, and may, s$Hnetisnes, *' overstep th« 
modesty of nature •" but there is, notwithstanding^ 
a redeeming spirit in the K-rations of hie mind, 
which throw these minor blemishes into shade. We 
lose sight of the manner, in the soundness, and oo- 
cafiional elegance of the matter. Mr. McD. always 
majies himself well acquainted with the subject on 
which he means to address the House, and by read* 
ing, and reflection, stores his mind with images, 
arguments, and facts, calculated to enforce and 
defend the positions he may advance. There is in 
his speeches no pomp of erudition, no evidence of 
a mind embued with claseical beauty, none of the' 
embellishments of poetry, and no attempts at wit. 
Hifi native ore does not glitter, but effused by the 
.heat of his mind, easts out, not a brilliant, but a 
uniform and continuous light, which serves toilItt•^ 
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nine the path he takes, and to conduct the hearer 
to the retreats of truth. His style corresponds 
with the character of his mind, vigorous and occa* 
sionally elegant ; his words are not, however, al- 
ways the most choice or appropriate, but they flow ~ 
with sufficient rapidity, and are well placed. He 
has the substance without the shadow of elo* 
quence — the principium et fons of oratory, and 
the power of his mind is felt and acknowledged by 
all on whom he wishes it to operate. His temper 
is, however, somewhat too ardent, I think,' ta give 
him a decided influence, as the leader of a party. 
It is-too apt to burst out into ebullitions and to be- 
come stormy and tempestuous. This mnst necessa- 
rily weaken his hold upon the opinions and feelings 
of his political friends, and though they acknow- 
ledge his ability, they cannot always confide in his 
discretion. He evidently aspires at political emi- 
nence, and this point he would assuredly attain, 
were he to pursue that policy which widdom points 
out. He has merely to keep aloof from the con- 
flicts of party ; to lend himself to no faction ; to 
become the instrument of no demagogue ; and to 
identify himself with no ambitious aspirant. Let 
him consult the great interests of his country, cast 
aside all local prejudices, and think and act inde- 
pendently and fearlessly on the great principles of 
national prosperity and happiness. Let the world 
see that he is stimulated more by the spirit of pa- 
triotism than by attachment to party; that his 
great idol is the good of his country, and not th& 
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success of a faction or the advancement of an indi- 
vidual, and the eyes of the intelligent and virtuous 
will be fixed with delight upon him, because his 
career will be the career of patriotism, and his tri- 
umph the triumph of virtue, independence, . and 
talent 
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QfiORGlS WASHINGTON. 

Washington, , 1818.* 

Since my last, I have been to visit Mount Vernon, 
memorable for having once been the residence of 
the illustrious Washington, the saviour of his coun- 
try. It is now in the possession of a near relation, 
of the same name, who is one of the associate judges 
of the supreme court, and a very amiable man. It 
is beautifully situated, on the right Kink of the Po- 
tomac, which is seen from it as far as the eye can 
reach, pursuing its meandering course to the Ches- 
apeake. I must confess it was not without feelings 
of deep and intense interest, that I strolled over 
.ground consecrated by the ashes of one of the great- 
est and best men the world has produced. The 
ricliness and beauty of the landscape, were lost in 
the gloom of melancholy reflection, afid I gazed 
on the humble sepulchre which contained his mor- 
tal remains, with those feelings which 1 know you 
would experience in beholding, on the far famed 
plain of Troy, the tumuli of Hector, Achilles, and 
Patroclus. There is a singular kind^ of pleasure in 
contemplating the ashes of the " mighty dead," who 
slumber beneath you. It is a pleasure which re^ 
sembles the sensation produced by the heavenly 
tones of the iEolean harp, heard amid the repose 
and tranquillity of night. The mind is thrown off its 
poise, and floats along the stream of time, mellowed 

♦ From «« Letters from Washington." 
11 
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and chastened by retrospection. The fame of agreat 
man preserves every thing connect^ with him from 
oblivion ; and, in the language of Bruce, ** while 
even the situations of magnificent cities are forgot- 
ten, we are familiar with the insignificant village 
that sheltered some humble philosopher, or the rill 
that quenched the thirst of some indigent bard." 

From an attentive perusal of the American histo- 
ry, and a close examination of the character of 
Washington ,J| appears to me that the principal fea^ 
ture of his mmd was judgment, which always led 
him to avoid the dangers of precipitancy, and the 
errors which sometimes result from a more vivid and 
brilliant imagination. The dictates of that judgment 
constituted the line of his conduct, which was, of 
course, marked with the most consummate pru- 
dence. This virtue never seems to have deserted 
him either as a statesman or a warrior, in a public 
or a private capacity. His prudence and caution 
were particularly observable in his military career, 
and, like Pericles, he never willingly came to an 
engagement when the danger was considerable, or 
the success very uncertain ; nor did he envy the glo- 
ry, or imitate the conduct of those generals who 
are admired and applauded because their rash en- 
terprises have been attended with success.* He had * 
many difficulties to encounter, but these difficulties 
he readily surmounted. Patriotism animated, and 
prudence conducted him to triumph. With alimit- 

* Plutarch's Pericles* 



d by Google 



WASHINGTON. ^W 

«d edacation, and little patronage^ he Tpnved his way 
to greatness, and by his virtues cast a blaze of 
glory around his character, that time can only in- 
crease, and that posterity must contemplate with 
enthusiasm and delight. There is no parallel for 
.such a man in the annals of the world ; so singular 
a combination of virtue, with so few vices ; such 
■disinieiested. patriotism, and such unimpeachable 
integrity, with so many temptations to swerve, and 
flo many inducements to betray, were never before 
«inited. Immovable in the hour of danger, no di^ 
Acuities could shake, no terrors appal him. He 
was always the same, in the glare of prosperity, aDtd 
in the gloom of adversity. Like Fabricius, he could 
<iot be moved from the paths of virtue and honor^ 
and like Epaminondas, he made every thing bend 
lo the interest of his country. His country was his 
idol, and patriotism the predominant; feeling of his 
mind. Personal aggrandisement and individual re- 
sentment and interest, were alike sacrificed to this 
overwhelming passion, which no difficulty could 
weaken, and no neglect destroy. Washington was 
reserved, without being haughty; rdigiou% without 
being bigotted ; great in ail stations, and sublime in 
all his actions, whether he moved in the sphere of 
domestic obscurity, or employed his energies in 
wielding the destinies of his country. Antiquity 
would hare made him a demi-god ; posterity will 
revere him as a great and good man. Every nation 
can boast of its heroes, its statesmen, and its bards, 
but there are fewthat have pr(>duced their Washing- 
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tons. He stzxids akoaost alone in |he faiiitory of 
the world, and will be venerated while virtue and 
patriotism hare an influence on human taction. 

You will, no doubt, be astonished to understand 
that the remains of this great and excellent man stiH 
repose in a humble sepulchre, on the estate at which 
he resided, and from which, like Cincinnatus, be 
was several times called by his country. The Ameri- 
cans are certainly not ungrateful, but they seem to 
have an aversion to perpetuate a man's name by 
" monumental brass," or to express their gratitude 
by splendid tombs, or ponderous and magnificent 
li^ausolea. Your long acquaintance with Westmin* 
ster Abbey, wh^e the high and the low, the gre«t 
and the obscure, the good man and the'villain, are 
alike honored by their coontry or their friends, may 
perhaps draw from you a burst of indignation, at the 
apparent apathy and indiffi^renoe of this great re- 
public, to the memory and pa^ services of its il- 
lustrious dead ; but I question whether it be not cor- 
rect policy. To begin would be to have no end, 
and the erection of a monument to Washington 
might terminate, as in Russia, with a monument to a 
favorite dog. Since the invention of writing, and the 
present extension of knowledge, t|ie " st<Nried urn 
and animated bust," have become almost useless. 
History will record wkh fidelity the illustrious ao^ 
ti<Mis of him who has deserved ^ell of his country, 
and his name will be as perpetual as if Pelion had 
been piled on Ossa to preserve his memory. It was, 
doubtless^ owing to the want of this art that the hum- 



d by Google 



WAS«1KOTON. IM 

Me tumuli of the Celts and the massy pyrasiids* of 
Ihe Egyptians were formed ; they had no other 
mode of expressing their gratitude or of perpetuat* 
hig the memory of ^leir dead. After all, perhaps 
the best monumem is to '* read thehr gratitude in a 
nation's eyes." 

Can storied am, or ai^mated bust. 
Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath f 
Can honor's voice provoke the silent dust. 
Or flattery sooth the dull cold ear of death ? 

It is bat justice, howefer, to state that though 
the Amerioan government has reused to erect # 
monumeat to the memory of its illustrious hero, his 
eoontryraen have not been qaiie so fiistidious ; and 
the citizens of Baltimore, wi^ that enthusiasm and 
public spirit which have done them so much credit^ 
are now engaged in building a monument that will 
at once evince their gratitude, their patriotism aod 
Uieir taste, h, may be safely asserted that the Ame^ 
ricans pay less attention generally tothe depositories 
of their dead than most other natioBs ; they seem to 
\te no sooner^laid in the eartli than they are forgot* 
ten, and the tear of sorrow and the hand of affection 
but seldom bedews or decorates the sward under 
which the friend, the parent or the relative reposes. 
Among the ancients you will recollect this was part 
of their religion^ and we owe to the tenderness ami 
i^ection of a CWintfaian nurse for her deceased 

'*' Leur mass indistructible a fatigue le tems. 

DeLUle. 
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charge, the rich aad splendid- capital which beauti- 
ies the Corinthian shaft.* We do not often look in 
the burial grounds of this country for the pensive 
cypress, or the melancholy willow, the virgin weep- 
ing over the urn of her departed lover, or the moth* 
tt hanging over the grave of her darling child ; no 
flower blooms bedewed with the tear of affection : 
no zephyr wafts the odours of melancholy love ; all 
is waste and dreary, and dead as the sunken grave 
over which you pass, and a few stones, on which are 
engraved the age and name of the deceased, are 
all that remain to manifest the affection of the living 
to those who have passed away and are no more. 

Bttshrod Washington, the present proprietor of 
Mount Vernon, is the nephew of the General. He 
seems to be about fifty years of age ; is below the 
middle size, and apparently nervous and feeble. His 
complexion is pale and cadaverous, but his counte* 
nance has the lineaments of benevolence and good 
nature. He has long been one of the judges of the 
supreme court of the United States, and has, during 
that period, discovered no deficiency in his acquain- 
tance wi^ the law. His decisions are, I believe, 

* '* Autrofoifl elles coupoient leors longties tresses sur 
la tombe de leurs parens ou de leurs amis et leur sacrifi- 
cient ainsi I'omement dent elles etoient le plus jalouses. 

O Tue delecieuse des tombeaux de la Greece combien 
de douz momens J'ai passes a vous contempler. Mes 
pensees erroient sur ees monumens comme les oiseauz 
funebres qui voltigent autour." — BL Guy's voyage litte- 
fure de la Greece. 

Iter mortis ingtidimur na8cente8....t8inec» 
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generally correct, though not very remarkable. I 
know not whether he was ever distinguished for his 
eloquence at the bar ; but little seems to be known 
of his powers as an advocate or a lawyer, and that 
little does not tend to place him much beyond me- 
diocrity. He appears to be one of those men to 
whom the pleasures of the domestic circle are more 
seducing than the fitful though captivating splen- 
dor which surrounds the temples of the statesman 
or the warrior ; and he prefers what the world 
would term the inglorious repose of domestic feli- 
city, to the feverish agitation and sickly turmoil of 
public life. 

Mount Vernon has become, like Jerusalem and 
Mecca, the resort of the travellers of all nations, 
who come within its vicinity ; veneration and re- 
spect for th€ memory of the great and illustrious 
chief, whose body it contains, lead all who have 
heard his name, to make a pilgrimage to the shrine 
of patriotism and public worth, and* to stroll over 
the ground which has been consecrated, by the re- 
pose, and hallowed by the ashes of heroism and 
virtue. A twig, a flower, or even a stone becomes 
interesting when taken from the spot where Wash- 
ington lived and died, and no man quits it without 
bearing with him some memento to exhibit to his 
family and his friends. 
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SAMUBL L. SOUTHARtl. 

^ The life of this getttaniii furnishn another iilus* 
'tratioA of the adfantaget of ike fi«e Ckinstitfitbii of 
this cemitrjr. Like OU^/Wdistor, Wirt, and 
many others known to hmei, he is the lUnicaler of 
^ his own fortune, and has anqnired the distinction 
which he haa reached hy th^ vnaided efforts of his 
own genius, and lateliectnaLenei^es. He was not, 
in the language of Burlce, ^^swaddled, and rocked, 
and nursed, '^ into eminence, but owes the reput|i« 
tion he enjoys, aikl the rank he has attained, to 
himself and the liberal institutions of his country 

Mn Southard is a native of New Jersey, and was 
born of parents respectable, but not wealthy; He 
is now in the 48th year of his age, of ateeble con- 
stitution^ and with a body shattered bj disease, to 
which he has been occasionally subject throi^k life. 
With that spirit of independence which character- 
izes his genius, he threw himself early upon his own 
resources ; and, after passing through his cdlegiate 
studies at Princeton, with great honor, he com- 
menced his career at the age of seventeen, as an as- 
sistant instructor, in an academy which had been 
recently established at Mendham, in New Jersey. 
The great exertions and incessant labors which this 
new occupation demanded, «o Impaired his heakh, 
that he found it necessary to relinquish his sdiool ; 

and, after spending some months in Washington, 
IS 
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where his fkthery a repreaentatiTe {ran New Jeraej, 
then resided* he proceeded on a tour throng Vir- 
ginia, and finally stopped at the hospitable mannQB 
of Mr. Talliaferro, into whoae fiioiilj he was soon 
admitted as a pri?ate teaehen Hece he was indu- 
ced to enter upon the stndy of Jurisprudencey father 
for thepurpoaeof enlaiginghis sphere of knowledge 
than with any design to piursae it as a profession. 
His progress was, howerer, so rapid^ and the sci- 
ence itself so agreeable to him* that he determined 
to continue hiaatudies till he was qualified to ap» 
pear at the bar. He soon after retorned to bis na- 
tive SUto»and there entered upim his new profes- 
sion, with the most flattering prospectii of success. 
He successively filled the situations of Prosecutor, 
Master, and Examiner in Chancery, and Law Re- 
porter, while he continued to practice as a Coun- 
sellor, in the highest Courts of the Staton And 
such were the Solid nature of his legal attainments^ 
and his talents as a public speaker, that he rose ' 
rspidly to distinction. An event at this time oc- 
curred j which gave at once stahiltty and brilliancy 
to his reputation. Though-young, he was employed 
in an important controversy between the States of 
New York and New Jersey, concerning the boun- 
dwcj line, arising from a dispute between private / 
individuals respecting the privilege of steamboat 
navigation. Some of the most eminent lawyers of 
the United Stotes viere engaged in this great ques- 
tion, and, though Mr. Southard had to oppose Mr. 
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Bmmett, the most brilliant ornament of the New 
York bar, and to assist Mr. J. Hopkinson, who 
stood equally high as a lawyer and advocate at the 
Philaddphia bar, he sustained himself with so mnth 
abiKtjand eloquence, that his reputation was at 
once established* 

So high was the estimation in which he was now 
held, diat he was brought out as a candidate! in op- 
position to one of the most popular men of the 
Federal party, J. Ewing, Bsq., and succeeded 'in 
being returned as a member of the Legislature of 
bis State, over his highly e^eemed and respectable 
opponent. His health, however, becoming daily 
more and more eftfeebhed by his professional labors, 
lie was induced, in order that his life might be pro- 
longed) to retire from the bar^ and a vacancy hav- 
ing occurred on the Bench of the Supreme Court 
in New Jersey, he was appointed to fill this high 
and responsible station, at the early age of twenty- 
three years. In this situation he continued till 
he was elected in 1820, to the Senate of the United 
States, where he remakked till he was called, by 
President Monroe, in IS^, to a seat in the Cabi- 
net, as Secretary of the Navy. In this situation 
he continued till 1829, when the present Adminis- 
tration came into power. At the elevation of Mr. 
Adams to the Presidency of the United States, he 
was 80 well pleased with the manner in which Mr. 
Southard had dischai^;ed his oflScial duties, as Head 
of the Navy Department, that he expressed his 
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earliest desire timt bs weald Q^iiftiime in the situ«- 
tioii which he \mA filled witb so mteb ability aad 
satisEM^tion) and, daring the absence ^( Mr. Bush, 
the9 MiQister .to Snglaiid, who had beea afifoiiiled 
Secretary ^ef the Treasury^ Mr. S. was designated 
to perforin the additional duties of that offiecw Af- 
ter his resignation in 1^W# he retwmed to Ntw Jer* 
seyt and, jn a few yearst was 4)|eoted Geremar of 
that State. In 1SS3 he was again sent io tbe Sea- 
ate of the United States, in the place of Mahlon 
.Oickers^Mnt nihete he is now considei^d as one >0f 
the.mist promifient anu^ig the eloqueiitand distinK 
guished ip^embers of that body. 

Mr. Sonthand is, in peipen, abont the nnddle 
afise, wi^^Ace strongly marlKed, and indicitiyeaf 
thong^t. E(is^nH>respedli|»«vincegrestfiimnQSS9 
«nd th^iptnend eWacter/of his^untenanoeisthat 
of bl^i^ded pnildpess and asperity. His n^ind <poa- 
se^i^ gneat aflinfinoo 4md ^eotpiBr, with a haf^r 
mixtnre pf jndgspient.and imi^^nation. It is active^ 
in its opeeations, and fertile in its resources. He 
Jias accttmidateda large ftccAswre of facts, by reading 
and obsenFation^ and employs them to enfonoe, il- 
lustrate, and enibellidi what he has to say. His 
imspnation gilds and ouaanents what h{s jw^;* 
ment sanctiwis or his memory suppljest He does 
not sport ma the surface of his sul^ct, and im»nse ~ 
himselli or those whom he addresses^ with the mem 
flowers of fttiey, boweTerg»idyf or theoniaineitta 
of rhetoric, however splendid $ but eiplon^ its 
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d^^t feteftif«SM<-(^8tft Hit light df hti iht^ll^t 

lu^trfttib whftt te btoettre^ Wd l^defs it ^l«ir ittd 
itttieUigibte U Vm mMleit (MpiUiity^ HM {ttduKtt^ 
hasbe^A Ittd^fctigAble^ttitd HUtlMjlblg, ftlid »« ftmU 
are ««^& ift «^ifcry iUt^Uttttuftl ^(Ibft b^ MUk^s. H<& 
briiig« t» tile itiVMilgalMfl iKf iBt^f]^' telibj^t^ k ttiihd 
fraught with kf^wledgei, at&d i^trie «f thife ttos^sl 
and most accurate reasoning. As a spe&lc^f bis 
voice is not agreeable ; it wilta ihekdy and in- 
tonation, but is diatinet) thuughj ftvm tittf weakness 
of hisbody, som^tinlies tremulous. His action is 
appropriate, and occasional! j vehetnfeht '; his die- 
ttoa is «o^roci and fluelit, and bis fetjie Yigoitkus 
and fiewiikgi His fetimga are ardetity ind this ar^ 
dor is inlparted to hie mattaerf ^hto he^apeaks. In 
private life he is mild and amiaU'e; and no one, 
seeing him ia the demeetie circle^ wOald suppose 
that he evei* indulged in the bitter Aesa of inveetitre^ 
or could giT^ TCnt to th^ pubgi^nt sai^asm or teHi^ 
blfe deilUiidations which he somtimes utter> oti the 
fiedr of tiie Senate, ^rhen rinsed bj the app«araht!€^ 
of oppression^ foUj^ injtistiee^ or tyranny. 



THOMAS EWING. 

This gentleman, like Mn Southard, has risen to 
distinctioii by the nativt edei|;ie8 of his tnind^ and 
hii own unbided eieeirtione. It is pleasiilg to see, in 

ia» 
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our country, so mtny m^ «f great inteUectnai 
power, who haTe risen to einiQeiioe and usefulness 
from obscurity ; and who^ like the sun emerging 
from the lap of night, hare cast a radiance over the 
path they h^ve pursued. GeniuSf like truth, will 
prevail ; and favored by propitious circumstances, 
seldom {ails to reach the rank and elevation which 
are the rewurd of its exertions* It is sometimes 
true^that 

** Vt^'&om Emwy*9 hirid ^re, . 

Hie fairest fruits of genius rear* 

Content to see them bora and die 

In Friendship's small, but genial sphere. " 

But genius, fired by ambition, and a desire to be 
useful, will not, in this country, where the h^hest 
political rank and distinction are accessible fd all, 
remain long in obscurity or inaction ; and though 
curbed for a time by poverty, or checked in its ca- 
reer by untoward circumstaaces, it seldom fails to 
attain thegoal to which it has directed its aim. 

Mr. Swing was bwrn in Virginia, in 1789. His 
jEather was a revolutionary soldier, and soon after 
the birth of young Swing, removed to the State .of 
Ohio. Mr. Swing is indebted for his elements of 
knowlec^e, to the care and attention of his eldest 
sister, who taught him to read, and the only acces- 
sible book being the Bible, he employed himself in 
constandy pouring over its sublime pages. When 
he was eight years old, he was sent to school about 
seven months, and the only additional education be 
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received till ke was 85 yevt of age, was two 
quarters tuition, under two succeMiYe teachers. 
But he had acquired a love of reading, and all his 
leisurehours were devoted to it. His father being 
in humble circumstances, young Ewing's life was 
necessarily a laborious one ; but, obliged as he was, 
to toil daily, he nevertheless availed himself of eve* 
ry opportunity to improvo his mind, and to be what 
his highest ambition then led him to become— « 
scholar. But poverty seemed to oppose an insupe- 
rable barrier to his career^ and he was idMNit yield- 
ing up to despondency, when a young man, who 
had seen something of the world, and who was hired 
by his &ther as an assistant on the Gurm, routed him 
from Jiis apathy, and prevailed upon him to accom- 
pany him to the Kanawha Salines, where he proeu* 
red employment as a common laborer. After an 
absence of three or fimr months, he returned with 
eighty dollars in his pocket, which he generously 
gave to his fiither, to |ave his land from being for- 
feited. In the following spring, Mr. Ewing again 
issturned to the Kanawha Salines, where he labored 
assiduously till Novmnber, and succeeded in reali- 
zing about four hundred dollars— out of which, af- 
ter paying a balance <tf sixty dollars^ still due on 
his fadier's property, he was enabled to indulge his - 
favorite propyisity, by spending the winter at an 
academy at Athens, where he was encouraged to 
make additional eftrts to prosecute his studies, and 
acquire the power which knowledge bestows. He 



d by Google 



13S BWtffG. 

returned once mort to kts forawr i«iM>f% ind coo- . 
tiiitt«d At them for two yeart. Theao severe totU . 
affeeted hit health ; which) however, a ahort reai- 
deuce at hone restored, and ht again entared the 
acad^ny whicli he had left aboat two yeara. before, 
and prooetded to labor mentally^ with the same 
ardor and iotebftity that he had labored tOqioreally. 
His piogreaa is Mad t6 have been Very rapid i bat 
b«ng aatiafied that bit fanda, which were daily di- 
miniahiagi would be inrafficitnt to enable him to 
{iompletehi&'educatioiii he opened |i school in Oal- 
liapolis^ which^ in the course of a quarter he threw 
up« not liking the endployasenti and returned to his 
former occupation at the saltworks* He noWliired 
a furnace, and by ettriuirdtnary labor he acquired 
a aum in the course of a meath, to enable bimf a^ 
he believedr to conqpleie his studies. He Ivas 
right I and in the spring of 1815 he received Ijhe 
degree of A* B«, ind was thefimt to receive that 
acadeiiQcal honor in Ohio* He mas tiow il6 years of 
age, and commenced the atody of the law, in the 
office of Ooieral Beecber, i(rho» after he hid fimsb^ 
ed his legal studies, from a hig^ o|tiiiion df his pew^ 
ers, took him into paltnerShip) md in his new and 
fovorite profession he rose rapidly tb (|tstinctien>. 
AA a pitxif of his ardor aad assiduity* he practiced 
io eight dUierertt coufities in the Bi^ in which he 
iived. His filial affeoticn Waa i^li toamifestadi ia 
the purohafe of a fine treot of lalid in lAdiana^ with 
the proceeds of hia peefiMiixB, on which he placed 
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his &ther and familj* He had now aoquired «b 
high a repatation for abili^ and talent ift the bar, 
that the Legislature of Ohb elected him, in 18dd, 
to represent that State in theSeaate of the United 
i States; and in this distiogvisbed bodj^he has con- 
tinued ever sincoi with an increase of &me, and an 
mttiring application to the important duties of his 
statbn, that has pwtn himaiclaiinitothe gratitude 
•of hiscountrjh 

Mr. Bwing is, in.person^ Athletic and mnscular, 
broad across the chest, vigorous, but not oteganit <lfi 
his proportions, or graceful in bis motions. His 
oounteaance is expressive of good nature, andiitfi* 
lifoned bj a frequent smile ; and tiiough awkurasd 
in Ms appearance^ tis manaera ha^e a natural ease 
that tsven an earlgr intencousae with refined and 
(poUihed ^ooietgr could not iaewt rendered more 
agreeable. Nature has bestowed upon hiai :a mind 
^^eatfNmvra, winch have tem^ouhvratttfl to the 
oUteoft 4iis iimitod nteans wd oppOrtumties would 
(affoni it is (analytic and logical, rather flian -bril- 
liant ami imaginatiTe-KNrttlorjr, as an art, his not 
claimed muclh of his attention ; and though his ar- 
rangement is lucid, and his mind affluent in topics, 
and fertile in arguinisnls, Us speeches possess few 
of the embellishments of rhetoric, or the elegancies 
of art. lie cannot blend the utile with the dulci or 
amuse while ha persuades; He always endeaTors 
to edify, and but seldom attempts to please. Rea- 
soning is his Ibrtep^in that he is conscious of his 
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powfr, and will nottrmt himnlf to the efforts of 
fiuicy. His dietion is plun and uiuulorned, not ver- 
bose or inToWed, but clear and sniied to his reason- 
ing, and is feeble or vigorous, according to the 
strength o» weakness cf his argument Though in 
a great degree self-taught, his conceptions are not 
distinguished for any orig^lity, nor does he pre- 
sent his subject in a manner very striking or unique. 
The hearer listens, and is perhaps convinced, but 
he is not' pleased. There is too much umformity in 
his manner and matter, aiid too little of the sploi- 
dor of iniaginatbn to produce great effect. Mr. 
Swing is too good natnred to deal much in sarcasm, 
or to resort to bitterness of invective; ^and he never 
electrifies his auditors bj unexpected bursts of elo- 
quence. He is sagadouSy argumentativeand labo- 
lions; often eloquent, but never oratorical. As a 
politician, his principles are finn and unjielding, 
never fluctuating between self aggrandizement and 
the interests of his country; neter balancing be- 
tween right and wrong ; but always directing his 
idforts to that wfaidi he conceives will promote the 
glory of the nation, and the happiness of mankind. 



W. C. PRESTON. 

The highest efforts of eloquence a^ usually found 
in Republics; because stronger motives exist to call 
th^m out, than under any other form^of GovemmeqiL 



d by Google 



PRESTON* 135 

PubUc speaking IB hald in hi^ estiniation in>his,a8 
in all otbtr cottntriea $ because it is the most eflbc* 
tive instrument in the attidmne&t of political die* 
tinction» and forensic fame. In the Ui^ted States^ 
it almost always leads to eminence and wealth, 
when it is connected with good sense and tident 
Where so many practice public speaking with suc- 
cess, it requireSrBot only ability, but great eflfbrt 
and labor, to reach, excellence $ and of the few who - 
may now be said to stand «' proudly eminent'' in the 
path of eloquence^ is the gentleman whose name 
heads this sketch. Mr. Preston is» I believe, a na- 
tive of Virginia, and a relation of the celebrated 
Patrick H^ry^ whose reputation as an orator, 
seems to have stimukted his. young ambition, and 
to have jexcited him to exention. Of his history I 
have learnt but little,/and can only speak of him 
as a parliamentary orator* He was preceded by 
a high reputation, which his first ^Sbrt on the 
floor of the Senate not only increased, but strength- 
ened. The new and noble arena into which he was 
thrown, afiEbrded him full range for the exercise and 
display of his peculiar powers, to which all.listened 
with delist, and many with astpnishment and ad- 
miration; and he was at once placed in the first 
rank of American orators. Mr. Preston's mind jis 
more imaginative than logical ; and every thing that 
passes through it is embellished by the rich hues of 
his imagination. He reasons, and reasons well, but 
he is fonder of ornament than logic, mA delights 
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mor^ ia thecr^ttoBS of poetry titan bi the cold for- 
mula of argument. .The mind of thehearer is never 
so mueK satined with the force of his reasoning, as 
it is gratified foj the spJendor of bis deeonrtions. 
These are not so puerile and exhuberant as to cloy, 
or offend, but are introduced with great delicaejof 
taste, ]^d propriety of application, ai^d sure to riv- 
et the attention, and charm the mind. His imagi- 
nation is too warm for great depth tif thought ; his 
judgement is sound and discriminating, but is al- 
ways exercised in connection ,with the brilliant fac- 
ulty We have mentioned. The skeleton of argument 
is always adorned and rendered agreeable by the 
splendid drapery he casts around it ; and thehearer 
is struck with wonder and admiration, without being 
at all times satisfied' with the truth of his positions, 
or the correctness of his conclusions. His style 
partakes of the character of his mind-^t is rich, 
ornate and splendid, but stilt adapted to the subject 
on which it is employed. Mr. Preston is an admi- 
rable actor, as well as orator; he knows how to in- 
troduce his clap-traps— how to strike the auditor 
with astonishment and admiration, when he least 
suspects the blaze which is to follow— <and how to 
suit the word to the action, and the action to the 
word, without overstepping the **mode8ty of nature. '^ 
When the Vivid flash and burst of tliunder have pas- 
sed off', the mind of the hearer is permitted to sink . 
into repose, and to wander for a time along the 
paths of argument, till another peal startles him from 
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his tranquiUity^ rivets hia whole attention, and fiUa 
his soul with delight and wonder. All this is done, 
too, with the most masterly power of acting— the 
attitude-^he expresuon of the countenance*— the 
whole action are suited to the thought, and calcuU; 
ted to give effect to the feeling he wishes to excite. 
His illustrations are happy and heautifuU and his 
images poetical, and sometimes gorgeous. He does 
not indulge in puerile^ conceits, or extraTSgancieS 
of fancyt but in figures and images that the finest 
taste would reliah as appropriate and beautiful. He 
does not labor to say striking things, but delights to 
throw out beautiful thoughts, ^Hhoughts that breathe, 
and words that bum." His is not the 1[>rilliancy 
of die eptgramatist— -notthe brilliancy to which the 
lines of the French poet could apfdy— 

** Si tu bTillais sans etre utile, 

A ton dernier jour on dindt, 
Qe n'est qu'une etoile qui file. 

Qui file, file, et disparait." 

It is the light of a fervid imagmation, becoming 
more glowing and heated by its action, as the ^ cha- 
riot wheels''— -to use an expression of Coleridge*- 
*^ get hot by driving fast " K'o tWo men coald dif- 
fer more essentially, than. Mr. Preston and his col- , 
league, ftfr. Calhoun. The former possesses great 
warmth of imagination, and the latter scarcely any 
—the one delights in the richest arabesque orna- 
ments of fancy, and the other in the simple beauty 

of mathematical demonstration. The mind of the 

13 
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one is rhetoric&I and' iiiiagiMtive--4hat of tiie'ether 
anidytie and axiomatic— fond of generalizing^ and 
more fileased with a «|rl<^em> than the most splen* 
did'poetical image; in short, the one, is a rhetorician 
the other a Ibgiciatt. Mr. Pfeston bears a stronger 
resemblance to Mr^ Pineknejs a sketch of whom 
will be found in this Tolttme) than perhaps, anj ora- 
tor this cooD^ has produced^ tho'^ in depth and 
eltpansiireness of' thought, Mr. Pincknej was, I 
thiktk, superior In action, and most of the artificial 
graces of oratory, Mr. Preston excels, though in 
voice they were both somewhat defective* Mn 
Preston Is more of an- elocutionist ftan was the 
great Maryland orator. He has studied ^tter mo- 
dels, or possesses greater histrionic talent The 
declamation of some of his fine conceptions is equal, 
if not superior to that ot Macready, Booth or Coop- 
er ; and his tall and dignified form-^his manly atti- 
tude—his graceful gesticulation, and the appropri- 
ate adaption of his voice to the sentiment or feeling 
by which heis influenced, give an impressiveness 
and power to what be utters, that are felt and ac- 
knowledged by all. Mn Preston seems to be aware 
that the ti^te of the American pybiic is not pleased 
with what is mnrety airy and brilliant^ in the efforts 
of an orator, and* therefore, endeavors to blend the 
useftil with the agreeable, the grave with the gay, 
tbelively with the severe. He b more of the Roman 
than the Greecian orator; glowing superb— fervent 
an4 magnificent On ordinary questions be does 
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tm fOMKm iike'oriliiiBrj mm; vki <tiMf«gh he » iMfc 
tittrtedlialid tftinulsted w «& gmt ooonsioim, -his 
omt»vieal hibtti and fdelioggtiifervcrdeserthimf; «iid 
ht pmtrsiimt hit Ibotfgbtf In ibt ttifto^Uid ^Ipttkidie 
^ftctieii 'tf dii 4Hallor eaateioii8'bf*hift powen. Ant 
he settttb <'to4ifiidcihirt Iheaefo^lvienirtte clueijr feU, 
itnA powwft 'their friiiol{fal ohtrm fvihen eihployei 
(ill ;gMi% ^ertd espresBiea io tte epehrttens of Mb 
Mtnd. I hate heard 'th«t he will 'iieTer oeiMmit 4e 
p»rke Hbit quotes 'Of the Aeporte^ hr /prdpafehik 
«peeoh68ihr!|mUic«tibii,TOd hettctevoifiiUteportof 
;ttMW 'he hiw deUv«f«d on diedeorof 4he 8em^ 
yet^beMi ^imi to the piihfe. If >hef |wne«iMB m 
ti&'dlrtjiMitetflhm, his fate may^bb that *of Sheri*- 
dHB, MrhcMie tfpeeohes, fhilti* sunSar [hdJAhfeitoe^ 
«ii^M^ adnMBtibfgolten from^e^Mietai fonaiii 
wUeh'dMjjr were printodi; ior» iperh^M» ^s has ^be^n 
suggested #f an BagliBh <vntter^ from « *<€OBi^ioi^ 
ness tent thttf laalenal eras Hot ffilt 'fhr (posteky." 
TheMptotiiiHli ofiiaii»^terSn4Mleai¥teiih«peeiBiea 
of h&i etoqsMmoeliehhid Mm, iike^iat^ theiiistin* 
giAihed aclor, haUgs^qmi <he pen^ thehiogliiiAier 
er histupriim* AHMrte has pinsed amy from ^ 
stage df iBfe, turtfaiiig ^etists bj ivhioh he oan he 
jtklgediorwhiehoMifMliiaia daim to the can* 
siderntidn '^^f 'pMterity. What idea om^^en <he 
present 'g«iiei«tie& fomof the acting df Garrieky^or 
the 4fM/^ of FuMA Henry^ We read the 
speeehes -of burke, Srskine, €umii, &o.| unth 
latest fAessnre and Iveoefiti nSvwmnnfextsvfgeliiin^ 
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and as daleulated to ditpUy iheir peculiar powers ^ 
and may form some just conception of the manner 
in which thej were delivered ; bat of ttie eloquence 
of Patrick Henry ai^d even of Rkhard Brinsley She- 
ridan, we entertun bat a vagne and indefinite notion 
—a misty ootline .of sometiiing great and brilliant, 
bat it has no diitinct ^'form or pressure." Mr. 
Preston excels^n the higher walks of eloquence ; in 
the power of rousing tiie passions, and exciting ihe 
feeling he wishes to call out, at will; but the Sen* 
ate of the United States b not a proper field for the 
exercise of such powers. Reason and not feeling 
must be appealed to— ^cts more than fancy must 
be employed. But still facts may be so splendidly 
embellished, and so skiHutly presented ,as to pro- 
duce all Ae effect of Uie finest painting of the ima-' 
gination. There is much pungency and k^ness in 
Mr. Ps. sarcasm, but it is polished and courtly. 
He does not deal in the course invectiYet and viti- 
puratimi of vulgar minds, but the shafts* he sends 
forth are like the thunderbolts of Jove eradiated 
with the splendor of lightning. Such is Mr. Pres- 
ton^ as an orator; what he may be as, a statesman^ 
time must develope. He* has been too short a pe- 
riod in the councUs of the nation to enable one to 
judge* correctly of his capacity in ttus career of life. 
Pitt was a statesman, as well as an<orator. He 
possessed the genius, inteUigence and expansiye- 
ness of mind necessary for both-; and Mr. Prestob 
has discovered no want of either of these intellect 
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tiHit qnalitiet, and tune mnj jet place kin in a sittt* 
ation where theee qnalkiea may be called into juc- 
ceMfitl operation. 



BENJ. WATKINS LEIGH. 

This gentleman stands higb in the ranks of the ^ 
distinguished men of his native State—a state once 
fruitful cf great men. His repiitation preceded, 
him in the Senate, of tke United Statest where he 
took the place of his present colleague. Mr. 
Leigh is low in stature, bi|t of good person. His 
head is bald— his forehead expansive, and his fi^* 
tures r^lar, with an eye of great brilliancy, and 
lips expressive of firmness and decision. His man<> 
ners are plain, unostentatious, republican and easj« 
He blends great talent with simplicity, and has a 
nice sense of what is just and honorable. The dis- 
tinguishing trait of Mr] Leigh's mind, is acute- 
ness. He reasons with great precision, and unfolds 
the subject ho is handling with a singular power of 
analysis and eloquent brevity. In the process of 
investigation, he seeks not the aid of embellishment, 
nor the arts of oratory, to catch the attention of his 
hearers, but aims at conviction— at the developement 
of abstract truths, which* he presents with such 
clearness, accuracy and force, that few cin resist 
the conclusions to which he leads them. When he 

speaks, he does not seem to aim at effect, and is not 
13* 
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afitiD«8 mbmit display $ imt speaks thai he majr fjor 
lighten and conyittce, widi^ idl the earnestness and 
sincerity of one who thinks that wimt he niters ie 
founded upon the immutable basis of truth and rea- 
son, and cannot be overthrown. He does not at* 
tempt to throw out brilliant things— to be epigrama-^ 
tic^— sarcasm is not his forte. ^^ The gall bladder," 
as lias been said of another, ^**was omitted in his 
composition^— he has no bitterness in his character; 
and, therefore, what he says 7s nerer oflbnnfe, i(r 
irritating to those with wliom he contends. Ilia 
style of speaking is more forensic than parliamen- 
tary. He has been more acciiitdmed to the bar 
than the hall of legislation. He examines his sub- 
ject closely and analytically ; his observations are 
sometimes trite, but generally acute; his potnts are 
usually strong, and he f»rms them wiA some Mi- 
city of iltustration, and great strength and iucidness 
of argument. His attacks are never ferocious or 
wanton — ^the wounds he inflicts never ranktef and 
though he prostrates his opponent, his triumph is 
never the cause of pain. His conduct on the floor 
of the Senate, and hi^ conduct in the social circle, 
are alike distinguished by urbanity. In all condi- 
tions he is courteous, gentlemanly and kind. His 
style is simple and vigorous— -seldom diflhse, and 
occasionally elegant. His manner is quiet and 
easy, but not graceful ; his voice wants variety of 
intonation, and harmony of cadence, and his action 
is no^ impressive. But he is a strong and powerful 
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dcteter; a oomct and ii%h-iBii]ded^n»ii, andwi 
efftctive, Mod Mmetlnei ele^^iit tpoiker. 



A. BOBBINS. 

This geBtienan has been a Senator frem Eliode 
Island, for several j«ir«. He woald. appear Co be 
between sittj znd eeventjr years ef age^ botno ia- 
teliectoal deei^ la jet viabie* in peftoa he is be- 
low the iniddi^e stze-*-thin, aad lame in one of hie 
lege, which, from the fatigae be experieiices ia 
standing, prevents himfvem taking a part in the 
debates of the Senate as often as his indinaliont 
and perhaps his sense of duty would induce him. 
Like most men of his age, tie adheres to the fashions 
of his youth, and wears his thin hair in a cue, which, 
for a man of his years, is remarkable for its dark-: 
ness. Mr. Bobbins was, in the early part of his life, 
a professor of languages, and subsequentlya Judge. 
There is no member tf either House whose da^sicai 
attainments can in die least approach these of 
Judge Bobbins. His mind has been deeply imbued 
with classic lore, and enriched with ail the trea- 
sures of the fine languages of Greece and Rome. 
He has made it his business to study them by day, ' 
and pour over dtem by n^t : 

••Noctuma reraate manu, versate diurna.** 

until he haa made himself master of all their namer- 
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out b«wtieS| and CTOeUeadet. Bvta bow he amates 
ki» leisure benn in tttrniiig oyer the pages of De- 
mosthenes, Isocrates, and the Greek historians and 
poets } and would rather pemse a Greek than an 
English tragedy. On almost all the great questions 
brought up for discussion in the Senate, Mr. R. 
takes a part } and he neyer fails to claim the atten* 
tion of that body. Hb speeches are distinguished 
for great purify and precision of style } fine clasai* 
cal ImagesyABd historical and ftlickous illustrations. 
They always partake of the character of the scholar, 
and are what maybe ^led learned. His research 
is considerable } his arrangMoents lucid, and his lo- 
gic clear and forcible. 



LEWIS CASS. 

Mr. .Cass is now in the 54th year of his age. He 
was bom in New Hampshire, in 1782. After com- 
pleting his education, he emigrated to Ohioi where 
he read law, under Govenior Meigs, and pursued it 
as a profession for several years, with great.success. 
He is said to have displayed, in this profession, dis- 
tinguished ability I and his reputation at the bar, 
led to hb ejection «s a member of the Legislature of 
that State, and subsequently to the appointment of 
Marshal ; a situation which he held till the year 
181S. Patriotic as well as talented, he volunteered 
his services in the amy, under this command of 
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Gen. Hull, and received the commission of a Colo- 
nel. Situated as Mr. Cass was^ this act must have 
sprung from the purest patriotism, and not from 
ambition, or the love of military distinction. It 
was biis good fortune to strike ihe first blov> against 
the ehemy of his country, and with a detachment of 
two hundred and eighty men he attacked the ad^ 
vuiced posts of the British army, near Maiden* and 
drove them back on the main body. The proclama- 
tion issued by Gen. Hull, was the production of Mr. 
Cass' pen, and if his counsels had be^n followed, the * 
American historian would never have had occasion 
to blush in recording the disgraceful surrender of 
X^roit Though deeply mortified at this event, his 
ardor was not diminished, nor his sjarit subdued^ 
He continued to manifest the firmness of the patriot 
imd the courage of the soldier, in all the subsequent 
contests on the frontiiers, and had the glory to par- 
ticipate in the defeat of , Gen. Proctor and the • 

' celebrated Indian Chief, Tecumseh, on the river 
Thames. After the termination of the war^ in 
1B15, Col. Cass removed to Petroit, and was soon 
after appointed Cbvemor of the Territory of Michi^ 
gan, which owes much of its prosperity to his able 
and efficient adminbtratioiy. In 18£0 he planned 
an expedition, for the purpose of exploring the 
sources of the Mississippi, which was successfully 
accomplished, and its result published in School- 
craft's Journal. For several years he was engaged 

, by the General Government, in negotiating treaties 
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ivkh^MPreim} tribes of »indians^^i4ne)i hemiUustssftUy 
cKmdlttd^d, jBfd by "dAmik ^he secured to the Vniled 
Statesy millms 4[ aterltt of ynkiMt UmA. The 
great laerits and services of OovemorCaM beii^ 
knbwii to, ani appreciated by'Gea. facksoa^he ma 
tetiled, in l89]^<to a seat in the eOAkistf a Secn^ 
taryof War, ^Aiidi he aed^pM ; aad id tlm ito» 
partment has €«iati»tfed eveHrtunceito^etividt his 
aSttid ability) efficiency ^aad ^good aense. 

In the ttiidat Hit his poHtical «nd anlitaty oocupa- 
lions, iifowe«<er, he a«0er neglected to icuMivateiUs 
Htaraty tatffce, and ta laduigeMsiKterary ipraiieasi- 
"Sts. IBs Crst aiOBt jiroaiinent «dRnty was an ar^ 
Ikle in the Iffctttii Aiaeiiean Re?iw, of 1»25, all 
th^ Kami#¥e of^ne lirtia DaM fiai]tter,^iHfidhilie 
satidhetatily lieanmetrated tb» >be an iHi^flrtatie* 
2kfl6«ber%rtfble«ae«eeded Ms,dntihawiie'jMt«ri» 
on «ie au%)eict>dr ikfe Abot^es ef ttiki cmalryy 
i»(nch tv^ read %ith ^reaitiiifttt^st asttft benefit, mA 
fiAdch ^entribiitad tdtecreasetes litei^ty rlipMiiiau 
In iWSB an HisteritM S^dety was established in 
Mtdifgant <X wi&(k fie was «fe<eled Hie Bred^^nt, 
and before wMdi he delivftr^ IheArsllMldretik tn 
l^&^ Goremor €as8 was invi«ei to ^eamnce a 
discQfmie at the Cohimbia OeHege, ih Vhsw IFoHe, 
which i}i8t>layedgreMTeseardt and learnings This 
llterarf efbft, and therepa^ation he had atqai>Md; 
inihreed that institution to confer on hitti tbe'lvone* 
raty degree of L. L. D., which in tUs instance at 
least, was wisely and. properly be^owed*. Secre- 
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tary Cas^ii an honorarj member of the American 
Philosophical Society, and of the Historical Socie 
tied of Rhode Island; New Hampshire, and Indiana. 
He baa roceotljF been elected the President of the 
American Historical Sociisty, establiriied in Wash* 
ington ; before which, in the Hall of Representa- 
tires, he deiiyered the first Annual Address* This 
discourse, though somewhat defective in the lueidus 
ordo, peasessed great merit.; and will add another 
leaf to the laurel crown that encircles his brow. 
Next to this, his most ekdx>rate literary production 
is a recent id>le articllB, in the December No. of the 
the American Qiuurterly Review, on a work by Cap- 
Him J. H. Cooke, of the British army, which pro- 
fesses to give a Nkrrative of the attack on New 
Orleans, in 1814-— 15. This article which has been 
attributed to hia pen, contains a full, correct and 
spirited account of the operations of the American 
and British armies^ at the siege of that city. His 
official papers and literary essays, are written in a 
style of great perspicuity and vigor, and evince no 
little labor, and research, and a great familiarity 
with the different subjects he undertakes to handle. 
The discourse pronounced before the American His-* 
torical Society, will, furnish a fair specimen of the 
stjle and character of Governor Cass' literary com- 
positions. 

As a. speaker his voice is too feebleand indistinct 
for effect, and though. an able lawyer^ he could 
ne««r have been an eloquent advoeate. The prom^ 
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inent features of Governor Cass' mind, are judg- 
ment and memory ; both of which he has improved 
bj observation and exercise. He has read mnch, 
and treasured up a mass of useful facts, and much 
valuable learning, on which he has the faculty to 
draw at pleasure. He is laborious, attentive and 
indefatigable in the discharge of his official duties ; 
studious and devoted to the acquisition of know- 
ledge, and solicitous to render himself useful in 
every sphere of life in which he may be placed. 
He is kind and generous in his disposition— a friend 
to the poor, and the patron of merit in every rank 
of society. His mind is.expanded and liberal, and^ 
does not stoop to the narrowness of party views. 
Fortune has been propitious to him in his temporal 
concerns,. e^ longo post tempore vent/— and has 
made him wealthy in his advanced age ; a condition 
which affords him an opportunity to indulge the lib- 
eral propensities of his nature, in elegant hospitali- 
ties, and to enlarge his sphere of usefulness. He 
can now enjoy the otium cum dignitatem and re- 
treat, when he pleases, into the shades of retire- 
ment, without the necessity of labor, and relieved 
from the anxieties which attend upon the privatioA 
of wealth in the evening of life. Governor Cass is, ' 
in t>er8on, about the middle size; well proportioned 
and not ungraceful. His face is oval and fleshy, 
his mouth is wide, and bis complexion fair. He 
wears a wig, which,' like most wigs, gives a heavy 
and clumsy appearance to his head ; but it is well 
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withotit being i«)Hd«ive| dignified without stifibess, 
utid e«^ without Miilgfaimliar^ His eduntenance 
«qM^^s the kittdnesfei oip him nature, ahd lug eje 
the" Wirdi leeliAgcrof his heart i and no one quits his 
sodietjr Without Mug cottHnced of his moral worth 
iui(f satisfied of his( intellectual superiority. 



LEY! WOODBURY* 

Mr. Woodbury wa9 bom in New Ham^hire, 
early in ttie year ITQOy and- is now in the 46tii year 
of Us age; Hi» ree^ved the elementary part of his 
education in the firee sdiools of his native village, 
in which he afterwards taught at diffierent times.. 
H€ was ei^aged to instruct a large school at Pep- 
perdl, in Massachusetts, when he was but fourteen 
years old, and thou(^ so young, is said to have gi- 
Yen general 'satisfaction. In 1805 he entered Dart- 
mouth CoU^e, whete he continued for four years. 
In 1824, as a testimony of the ^stinkationin which 
his attainments were held, his Alma Mater confer^ 
red on him the degree of L. L. D. During his col- 
legiate course he attended the law school ^at Litch- 
field, in Connecticut, for a year; and commenced 
the practice of his profession in 1812. At this pe- 
riod of his life^ he entered into the political contests < 
which then prevailed, and united himself to the 
Democratic party, which he assisted ^ith his ta- 
IS 
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Icnts. The Federal party was, however, dominant 
in his State, and eontinued to be so till 1816, du- 
ring which he devoted himself to his profession, in 
which he acquired great distinction. His legal 
knowledge was so highly appreciated that he was 
appointed, in 1817, a judge of the superior cwirt of 
New Hampshire— the highest judicial tribunal of 
the State. His legal opinions are said to have 
evinced extensive research and accurate discrimi- 
nation. Many of them have been published in New 
Hampshire Reports. 

In 1819 he nuirried Miss Clapp, of Portland, and 
removed to Portsmouth. A few years afterwards 
he was elected Governor of New Hampshire, and 
at the expiration of his term he returned to the 
practice of his profession. 

In 1&£5 he was elected representative from the 
town of Portsmouth j at the meeting of tiie legisla*- 
ture he was chosen speaker of the house, and at the 
close of the session was elected Senator of the United 
States^ During the six years he continued in that 
body, he participated in all its most important dis- 
cussions, and was placed on the most important 
committees. Though thus devoted to legislative 
life, he did not neglect his professional pursuits, 
and was employed durin'g the recess of Congress, 
as counsel, in cases involving great interests, be-' 
fore the superior court of his native State. 

At the expiration of his Senatorial term, M de- 
clined, a re-election ^ but was not, however, allowed 
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to retire from public life. He was chosen a Sena- 
tor for his District in the State Senate ; but being 
invited bj President Jackson to a seat in the Cabi- 
net, as Secretary of the Nav j, he resigned the for- 
mer and accepted the situation of the head of the 
Navy Department. Upon a new organization erf* 
the Cabinet, at a subsequent period^ he was transfer- 
red to the Treasury Department, where he now is. 

Mr. Woodbury is a member of the New Hamp- 
shire and American Historical Societies^ and be- 
longs to several other scientific and literary associ- 
ations in this country. In person he is above the 
middle size, well proportioned, but somewhat en bon 
point. The top of his head is bald, but his hair is 
untoHcked with the frosts of age ; his face is oval, 
hif eye black and' soft in its expression, and an 
agreeable smile plays around his mouth. He has 
the ' mms Sana incorpore ^ano/— 'His mind is as ac- 
tive and vigorous as his body. He is capable of 
great intellectual labot) and to him h^or est vo- 
ItgfftoB. 

Mr. Woodbury is more solid than brilliant, more 
desirous to reason than to sparkle ; more anxious to 
address the judgment than the imagination. His 
argument, however, when he spoke, possessed a 
good deal of ingenuity, and he was remaricable for 
the art witii which he handled the subject under 
discussion; His elocution was easy and sufficiently 
graceful ; bis style is perspicuous and flowing, and 
his cadences not deficient in harmony. He was al- 
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wBjB cool smi collaoted, •ever indicatiiig wy 
' warmth of tempier^ or avSering himself to indilg^ 
ip «arciism and ipyi^fi^f^ 

There waa nothing shovj «r lirilJiMtfit ia U» 
speeehes ; nothing that waa icalpvlal;^ to atrike the 
ipna^nfttion or excite the paaolonfl^ b)it lanch to aar 
tiaff and convince the reaion jo[ th^ hjoarar. ftom 
hia jioD^ ipraptice at the hart he had ac^iiirad ^ 
little of that ao]i)iif try into which tiijoa^ wha pimaue 
the legal profeasionare toQMfi to fiiU* fwm the^Mh 
qiiept |i9Q(e«9it]r tliej are under to ^^' nmko the ^mtm 
appear the hiejbter. i^anae^V Thong^ 9T^^t anA 
ready, Mr» W^ wii# net wM JMf be i^lhA agioi 
4ehater* H^ bat aaldom a)lnwc4 hwa^lf to mAt 
dre98 tJia. Senata nntii he was lUlf prqw^ tv 
previona atndjr to enter into the 4iscMaf^nf nd 
wjhen h^ did 9^ ha alu'si^ »0M||ai|tte4 himaetf wU* 
Ha posa^ia^ tbis tevpenipant of ^e ,Narth» .1^ i^ 
appvf^ntl/ C9}d and salj^flh ; hut I Mieve h^> % 
from heiqg aa in frct ISe ifrants th^ ea^ aii4 &: 
miliaritjr of our vitriolic countrymen of the Southf 
but ia not inpensiUa to the wanner feelingp^of aur 
nature. Up ia just in all hia dealing! as e joi^ and 
i^iahes <' to do unto others what he would that oth^ 
era ahfiuld do udtp him*" His aff^ial papara are 
distinguished by great neatness and perspicuity* 
They contain nothing ambiguoua^ plun^y or unin* 
telligible,bttt indicate a. nnnd of great cleamesa and 
vigor, capable of irradiating what ia obacure^ and 
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rendering agreeable what is dull. Such is the pre- 
sent Secretary of the Treasury. 



MARTIN YAK BUREN. 

Mr Van Buren is small in stature, but his form 
IS neat, agile and erect. The hair on -each side of 
his head, once* light, but now gray, is thick, and 
spreads out, while the crown is entirely bald, like 
the head of the eldelr Adams in the usual portraits 
of him. His eye is gray, his complexion fair, and 
his features regular. He wears a smile upon his 
countenance, when he addresses any one— 4iis man- 
ners are bland and polite, and his deportment dig- 
nified and easy. Like Clay, Ewing, Webster, &c., 
he furnishes another striking illustration of the ad- 
mirable tendency of our free form of government, 
to call out and reward the talents of those whom 
nature has favored. 

From the humblest condition in life, he has risen 
to the high sphere in which he now revolves by his 
own exertions. It is true that he has been thrown 
within the range and operation of favorable circum- 
stances, but some intellectual power is necessary, 
to render these propitious, even when they are fa- 
vorable. ''There is a tide in the affairs of men 
which taken at the floodgate lead to fortune |'' but 
it requires tact and discrimination to ascertain 
when the tide is at its floodgate, and to avail one's 
, 13* 
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self of the proper moment to inake the piange, and 
float unresistinglj on its bosom. Mr. Van Baren's 
almost intuitive knowledge of mankind, and his na- 
tive energies, have always enabled him to avail him- 
self of every favorable circumstance as it occurred. 
He has not patised when the propitious moment 
presented itself, but seized it with the energy of 
one determined on success, and bent on pushing his 
fortune to the utmost Thrown early upon the 
world, and forced into contact with his fellow men, 
his knowledge of human nature has been rendered 
profound and valuable. All the great and leading 
motives to human action are familiar to him. Hie 
is too deeply skilled in the secret movements and 
mysterious operations of the human heart to judge, 
always of others from himself; and having early 
been conscious that the mind is susceptible of 
change, he saw the wisdom and felt the necessity of 
circumspection in what he said or did. He has 
what the phrenologists call the buQip of caution ve* 
ry large, which renders him cautious in his decla- 
rations and careful in his intercourse with society. 
Though he is not taciturn in company, he seldom 
says any thing that can be turned against him $ and 
is more successful in drawing out the secrets of 
odiers, than any man of the same distinction in this 
country. Either from mental superiority, oV his 
knowledge of the secret springs of human action, he 
has the faculty of acting with great power upon 
those with whom he comes in contact, and on whom 
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he feels any motiTe to operate. He poesesses great 
secretivenesS) sever betrays jiis own thoughts or 
feelings, but always draws out the secrets of those , 
whose secrets he feels an interest in knowing. Th.e 
distinguishing- features of his mind are quickness, 
penetration and aoutenesn. He is more in^nieus 
than solid. He thinks more rapidly than profound- 
ly; and as a speaker is nH)re forensic than parlia- 
mentary. When a member of the Senate, he was 
accustomed to handle the subject under discussion 
with great adroitness, ability and tact ; but more as 
a lawyer than a statesman, though his views have 
all the expansiveness which belong to the latter. 
He was distinguished as an advocate, and the habit 
of reasoning acquired at the bar, still clung to him 
in the halls of legislation. There' are, indeed, but 
few parliamentary oi^ators'in our country, consider- 
ing the great number of public speakers of whicu 
it boasts. The technicalities, hair-splitting and so* 
phistry of the bar, are too frequently carried into 
the legislative assembly, and often spoil the effec- 
tiveness of parliamentary oratory. Mr. Yun Buren 
had all the requisites necessary to constitute an ex- 
pert and able debater $ but as a debater few could 
rival the present Secretary of State. There was a 
readiness and preparation about Mr. Van Bureny 
that made him formidable as an opponent and effi- 
cient as a speaker. He had nothing bowever of bit- 
terness in his character } he never retorted with 
acrimony, but a)ways trea.ted his opponents with 
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couKesj and urbanity. He appears toW always on - 
the qm vivt ; never off his guards and never offen- 
sive in his manner (»r address. In conversation as 
in political life, he is cautious and acute, always 
treading upon the skirts of a Object— throwing out 
thoughts as feelers, like ttie antensB of insects, and 
playing upon the surface in an off-hand, agreeable 
manner. His colloquial powers are good, but not 
brilliant ; not calculated ^ to set the table in a roar,'' 
nor to dazzle by their splendpr; but still attractive 
from an agreeable and unembarrassed flow of ideas, 
so varied as to suit the different capacities of those 
with whom he converses, and which the intercourse 
of a few moments enables him to ascertain. His 
ambition, *Uhat last infirmity of a noble mind,^' is 
unbounded; and has been but partially gratified. 
Nothing short of the high object in view will satisfy 
him, and no exertion will be spared that can enable 
him to attain it The ^ weird sisters have breathed 
the word of promise to his ear," and may not break 
it to the hope. As a presiding officer Mr. Van Bu- 
ren conducts himself with propriety. He wants, 
however, the voice and person of his predecessor, 
Mr. Calhoun, and appears to some disadvantage, 
from the shortness of his stature ; but he presides 
with great temper, impartiality and fairness ; never 
manifesting the least irritation or uneasiness, even 
, when made the target at which the shafts of party 
sarcasm are discharged, and warding off the blows 
by a smile of good nature, or a look of indifference. 
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Situated as he i^ be finds it necessary to prac- 
tice the maxim of Zeno, 'Ho bear and forbear-much'' 
-—a maxim of which experience has taught him the 
wisdom^ and he sits amidst the storm of eloquent 
and bitter denunciation that sometimes rages around 
himf like a political petrifaction, calm, collected, 
and apparently unmored. Mr. Van Buren ii by 
nature, more of a politician than a statesman. With 
him '* self-love and sociaP' are not the same. He 
likes to plan and execute ; but his plans are intend- 
ed more for individual than general good. He has 
all the ingenuity of Maela^l, though differentiy di- 
rected ; he can operate on the human machine with 
as much facility and skill as the latter upon his au- 
tomata, and produce nearly the same harmony of 
action. Witii a more enlarged and expanded mind, 
Mr. Van Buren would, perhaps, have been more 
useful, but would not have been so distinguished 
or successful. What he will be as a statesmap, 
should he ever reach the proud elevation at which 
he aims, time will determine ; and the future histo- 
rian will be able to assign him his appropriate nitch 
an the temple of Fame. 
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